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LKJ Records Ltd, PO Box 623, Herne Hill, London SE24 0LS, UK, tel./fax +44 (0)20 7738 7647

Email: info@lkjrecords.com, Website: www.lkjrecords.com
LKJ RECORDS NEWSLETTER 2009
Welcome to the 2009 LKJ Records Newsletter. The last year has seen, as usual, a lot of events by our artists and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band members, and 2009 promises more of the same. For forthcoming events you can always visit the Events page on our website, www.lkjrecords.com, or do email us at info@lkjrecords.com. Thanks for your continued support. 

Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze

Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze enjoyed a lively and varied programme during 2008, promoting her recent collection, The Fifth Figure, published by Bloodaxe. This work represents an extended sequence commissioned by NESTA (the National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts). She was also engaged in an extensive performance and media programme, highlights of which included commissions for ‘Phrased and Confused’ and the Apples & Snakes audio-anthology twofive. Jean toured throughout the UK, appearing with Linton Kwesi Johnson at De Montfort University, Leicester, the Barbican Centre and the Southbank Centre, London. Jean also performed in Trafalgar Square, London, as part of the One Million Women March, marking International Women’s Week. During the Autumn she toured South Africa, appearing in Johannesburg, Durban and Cape Town. In 2009 Jean will be touring the UK and abroad.
Dennis Bovell

Dennis Bovell started 2008 in Uganda working with UB40. He then recorded with Working Vibes and Michael Angelo Buonarroti in Italy before going to play at Mauritius’ official 40th Anniversary Independence celebrations. He recorded the second Bobby Kray album and also dub-mixed Edwyn Collins’ new single, ‘You'll never Know’ (Heavenly Records). Dennis then toured Japan with Mad Professor’s Live Dub Show and, whilst there, he live dub-mixed Japanese band Audio Active’s new album at the Liquid Room, Shibuya, Tokyo, and recorded and mixed three new songs for the new Tokyo Ska Paradise Orchestra album. 

In the UK, Dennis Bovell featured in the Lovers’ Rock Gala alongside Janet Kay, Carroll Thompson, Sandra Cross, Aswad, Maxi Priest and UB40. It was there that he received an award for Participation in the Creation of Lovers’ Rock.
Later in the year, Dennis guested for Swedish reggae band Lion Dub on their Swedish tour. He then took the long-haul flight to Luna Park in Buenos Aires, Argentina, playing with Los Cafres (an Argentinian reggae band) to celebrate the chart entry of ‘Bastara’, a duet with the band featuring Dennis in an MC style.

Back in London at the end of 2008, Dennis played the Lovers’ Rock Lounge in London. He recorded a new album with Jean Breeze, collaborating with Italian Techno master Prudo, and then provided the musical backing for Rita Marley at the One Love festival in Napoli, Italy. He also appeared at the Love Music Hate Racism festival in Victoria Park, London to celebrate 30th anniversary of Rock Against Racism. Dennis finished the year by Playing the London Jazz Festival at the Theatre Royal, Stratford.
2009 promises to be as busy as ever for this versatile musician, producer and reggae maestro.
Fizzè

Fizzè writes: 
‘Last year I made the music for two films, one of which was for a non-violent communication centre (run by a cousin of mine). A good thing, really. More people should be more empathetic...
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marshall_Rosenberg
‘I had the pleasure to record and mix two CDs with/for the Mongolian ensemble Khan Bogd again. In the autumn Steve Gregory came for a creative stay and blew his genuine trademark on six pieces I'm working on:

- two for an ambitious Georg Kreisler “tribute to” project http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georg_Kreisler
which will keep me busy for most of 2009 (this hopefully will include many top German-speaking artists from Austria, Germany and Switzerland)

- two covers of political activist Robert Wyatt http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Wyatt
(with fantastic contributions from Morgan Fisher) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morgan_Fisher
- AND two tracks just for the pleasure of chilling with my old neighbour/guitarist Hubert Osterwalder (from my Gumbo days).

‘For 2009 there are four CDs coming up:

- two in April for/with eastern ensemble Üch Sümer;
- and two in August with/for my “Uganda connection”.

‘Also, I'm very excited to host my old friend Rico again and concoct a nice little surprise ...’
Linton Kwesi Johnson

Linton Kwesi Johnson’s 2008 was supposed to be quiet, yet was jam-packed with a host of events. In January, whilst in Jamaica, Linton was delighted to be able to take part in the University of the West Indies’ commemorative conference to celebrate the late pioneering Jamaican poet, Louise Bennett. He presented a thought-provoking paper, ‘Writing Reggae’, on the Jamaican roots of his aesthetics. 
Back in the UK, February saw Linton and Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze reading at De Montfort University, Leicester. The two also shared a stage at the Barbican, London, on 9 March, where Linton and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band played a sell-out concert to celebrate the 30th anniversary since LKJ’s first album, Dread Beat an Blood, had been released. Other special guests included poet Zena Edwards and reggae crooner Winston Francis. The gig was so exciting that Dennis Bovell fell over on stage – but that didn’t stop the national press from giving rave reviews to this all-too rare London concert. 
From March Linton again took to travelling, first going to Venice to take part in an event for Wasafiri, the Magazine of International Contemporary Writing alongside writers Meena Alexander, Elleke Boehmer and Abdulrazak Gurnah. Linton also read at Venice’s literary festival with Anita Desai and Meena Alexander. In April, he embarked on a North American poetry tour, reading at venues from east to west coast, including the renowned Coachella festival in California, where he shared a small stage with actor Sean Penn. Just a month later, Linton went to Caracas, Venezuela, to take part in the fifth Festival Mundial Poesia with poets from around the world. 
During the summer in London Linton gave a poetry reading for the campaigning charity, Inquest. He also was guest of honour at the St Martins-in-the-Fields Girls’ Secondary School graduation ceremony. He gave readings in Coventry, Exeter and Knaresborough, as well as at Aarhus University in Denmark; and he and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band managed a quick concert in Poland too. 

Autumn 2008 witnessed poetry readings by Linton in Nottingham and Paris. He was also happy to travel to Toronto, Canada, to deliver the Distinguished Persons Lecture to mark Jamaica’s Heroes Day organised by the Jamaican Consulate there. This was followed by Linton giving the Walter Rodney Memorial Lecture at Warwick University on African consciousness in reggae music, before he flew back across the Atlantic to join internationally renowned writer Caryl Phillips in conversation and a reading at Yale University.
The year ended with another visit to Paris where Linton gave a talk on the George Padmore Institute and read a poem by Michael Smith at an event organised by the Institute Tout-Monde, an initiative started by distinguished author Edouard Glissant. Linton was also reunited with Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze once more at the Southbank Centre in London. 
This year Linton has another varied itinerary, with poetry readings in Belfast and Birmingham, and gigs with the Dennis Bovell Dub Band in France and South Africa so far. 
Dennis Bovell Dub Band Members
Internal Dread (Sound Engineer)
Internal Dread constantly has his finger in a number of pies. In January 2008 he organised and hosted his annual festival, Stockholm Reggae Week, for the ninth year in row. He then went on tour with Swedish artist Salem Al Fakir around Scandinavia. This was followed by a tour around Europe with K Leerup, who had a number one hit in the UK (with Swedish singer Robyn) with the tune ‘With every heartbeat’. Internal Dread also went around Europe with New York-based Brooklyn Funk Essentials, and with Robyn, and visited Singapore with Desmond Foster.

Together with Papa Dee and Desmond Foster, Internal Dread has been working on a live dub project, mixing a 24-track album recording with Papa Dee singing live to Internal Dread’s very ‘dubby’ mixing on stage. Internal Dread then did a show with Dennis Bovell and Swedish reggae band LionDub, which was also recorded for radio. In August he organised his yearly summer festival, Stockholm Reggae Fest. And once a month Internal Dread has been hosting his own have reggae club, something he has done for the last fourteen years. In his studio, Internal Dread has been producing albums with Desmond Foster, Victoria Moralez (together with Mad Professor) and Roots Circus, and he has also started to record a new album of his own.
Daniel Spahni (Drummer)
When not working with LKJ, Spahni is always busy, collaborating with different artists. In 2008, Spahni played concerts and recorded with Internal Dread and friends in Stockholm, Sweden. He also released the first CD of La Bande à Mani, à bras le corps, in June (distr. burning sound records, Switzerland).This new French-speaking rock band is based in Spahni’s hometown, Neuchâtel, and he played a number of clubs with the group to build their profile. Spahni also played the Cully Jazz Festival in Switzerland with rapper Nya. 
In March, Spahni collaborated with L’Ensemble Rayé, composing music for Molière’s play Dom Juan by Le Théatre des gens, and performed in Le théatre du Passage in Neuchâtel. He also played on Sudanese singer Mohamed Badawi’s project, which blends traditional Sufi music and occidental pop, and is produced by German producer Hubl Greiner. The album is due out this year. Spahni appeared on a remix by Zilver&Gold (Sweden) of ‘Capitalism’, a song by Eastenders featuring Bajka (Poets Club Records, Germany). He also played some gigs with Junior Tshaka, during his ‘La jungle’ tour.


Spahni’s band, Larsen Rupin, changed guitarists in 2008, swapping Pier-Luigi Pisino for Julien Baillod, and this year the band are preparing some new material for 2010, which will see the celebration of 20 years of collaborations and the release of their fourth CD.

In 2009, Spahni will start by recording a Melodica album with Internal Dread and Dennis Bovell amongst others, and he will play at Stockholm's Reggae Week. He is then going to record a couple of songs for Junior Tshaka's new album. In March he will play some more clubs with La Bande à Mani, and will also record their new album sometime during the year. Spahni hopes to be playing gigs in Germany with Mohamed Badawi in May and also with Nya after that. 

Stay tuned for more info on www.spahni.biz or www.myspace.com/spahni
Fabio Marchiori (Keyboards)
During 2008 Fabio Marchiori has been doing gigs with Bobo Rondelli. He recorded Bobo’s new album Per Amor Del Cielo, which will be out in Spring 2009. Fabio was then called by Riccardo Sinigallia, one of the most innovative music producers in Italy, to record well-known Italian singer/songwriter Luca Carboni’s album Musiche Ribelli. He has also been playing keyboards with the company Nido del Cuculo for a few shows, hosted by Paolo Ruffini, actor and TV host.
