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LKJ Records Ltd, PO Box 623, Herne Hill, London SE24 0LS, UK, tel./fax +44 (0)20 7738 7647

LKJ RECORDS NEWSLETTER 2008
It’s that time of year again when we try to bring you a round-up of last year’s activities and give some idea of what 2008 holds for the LKJ Records’ stable of artists. 

For many, the highlight of 2007 was the tribute concert held at the Camden Centre, London for the late John La Rose in March. Linton Kwesi Johnson and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band topped the bill of a stellar list of artists, which also included Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze and Winston Francis. They were joined by, from the USA, legendary jazz pianist Randy Weston, renowned jazz poet Jayne Cortez, versatile saxophonist TK Blue and acclaimed drummer Denardo Coleman. UK performers were the award-winning composer Shirley Thompson, noted musician and singer Deirdre Pascall, innovative flautist Keith Waithe and rising star of hip hop Faro. Completing this amazing line-up were the Pamberi Pan Players from Trinidad. The eclectic mix of artists were enjoyed by the audience in London, who also paid their respects to one of black Britain’s elder statesmen.
2008 is the 30th anniversary of the release of Linton Kwesi Johnson’s groundbreaking album Dread Beat an Blood, which was hailed at the time as ‘reggae album of the year’ by Melody Maker magazine. To celebrate this, LKJ and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band will be playing London’s Barbican on Sunday 9 March as part of their celebration of Jamaican heritage. It promises to be another wonderful live event, so don’t forget to book your tickets now!
Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze

During 2007 Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze promoted her new book, The Fifth Figure (Bloodaxe), which was commissioned by NESTA. She read at various venues and festivals across the UK, including Sheffield, Leicester, Lewes, Manchester and Hull, and also visited Jamaica and the USA among others. In 2008 Jean will continue to tour the UK and internationally. Events include a discussion with Linton Kwesi Johnson at De Montfort University, Leicester in February, performing at the Barbican with the Dennis Bovell Dub Band in March and more. See www.57productions.com for more information.
Dennis Bovell

Dennis Bovell has had a very busy 2007. He started in the studio with Korean reggae artist YOONKEE, mixing the tracks for his forthcoming album YOONKEE meets Dennis Bovell (PowerShovel). He then went to Italy, mixing the album and doing guest vocals for reggae-rap band Working Vibes. He also appeared in the DVD of the remake of ‘Silly Games’ by Bobby Kray, whose album Tales from a Skinny White Boy he had produced and then toured Italy, Germany and Japan with him. After this, Dennis went to Argentina and guested on the new album by Los Cafres. Back in the UK, he recorded a new album, Save de Earth, with the poet Lennox Carty and then opened for Ziggy Marley on his British tour. Back in the studio, Dennis produced the debut album of Japanese band Minga, mixed the new live album of Cuban band Descarga and guested with Italian reggae band Michael Angelo Bonarrotti on their new project, ‘Change’. He also remixed the new Manu Chao song ‘Politik Kills’ which features voice samples of LKJ. At the Jazz Café in London, Bovell engineered the live Lovers Rock showcase of Janet Kay and Carroll Thompson. With all this going on, he still found time to contribute to a BBC programme about Hammersmith Palais!
For this year, Dennis Bovell plans to records a new 16-year-old singer called Kimberly, who he says is an ‘outstanding new voice’. There is also a new Dennis Bovell album in progress and the planned re-issues of some of his old albums which are not yet available on CD. Dennis has also agreed to be the musical director of Geoff Schumann’s new stage comedy, Multicoloured Weave.  All this and the Barbican gig on 9 March too – we wonder how he does it!

Fizzè

For Fizzè, 2007 was ‘an intense time of building labour’ on his house in Switzerland. Musically, he did some sessions for the Swiss roots/avant garde ensemble Mytta. He also worked with Betty Legler on an ongoing production and mixing of some pop songs by Simon Ambühl. This work is continuing into this year. Fizzè also worked on a remake of White Noise’s ‘Hidden Dreams’ for his old friend Heinz Vetsch, with hybrid whiz kid Morgan Fisher on keyboards. 2008 will see more building and music projects from Fizzè.
Winston Francis

No news from Winston Francis for this newsletter, but he will be appearing with the Dennis Bovell Dub band at the Barbican on 9 March and, I’m assured by his website, continues to record and play. See www.winstonfrancis.com for more info.

Steve Gregory

For Steve Gregory things were much as usual in 2007. He did an interview for BBC Radio 2’s Classic Singles programme in February. He continued to play his jazz gigs, parties etc and the Momentum festival in the summer, as well as his teaching. This year promises more of the same.
Linton Kwesi Johnson

As ever, what can we say? A year that was supposed to be quiet had a way of turning busy for Linton Kwesi Johnson. 2007 started with two tributes for LKJ’s late mentor, John La Rose. The first was held at the South Bank Centre in London in February and LKJ took part in the evening celebration of memoirs and readings, alongside many of John’s comrades and admirers, including the internationally acclaimed writers Caryl Phillips and Ngugi wa Thiong’o. The second event, the tribute concert held at the Camden Centre mentioned above, happened one month later and was a musical feast fitting to remember the much loved and missed John La Rose.
In 2007 LKJ took part in a number of one-off readings. He read at a benefit event at the Tricycle Theatre in London and also at a commemoration event for the 200th anniversary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade in Bristol. In March Linton travelled to Ghana to read at Elmina Castle as part of the commemoration events in that country and then in August he performed as part of the Greater London Authority’s memorial event. He also read at the TUC Black Workers Conference and in Manchester, and gave a talk on Mikey Smith alongside writer Edouard Glissant at the Serpentine Gallery, London. In the autumn LKJ was in discussion with long-time friend, writer Caryl Phillips and he then took part in a well-attended discussion with academic Paul Gilroy. 
Linton Kwesi Johnson was invited to curate an evening of poetry at the South Bank as part of the London Literature Festival in the summer, and was delighted to be able to invite some poets he has long since admired: Amiri and Amina Baraka, Jayne Cortez, Kendel Hippolyte and Lesego Rampolokeng. The evening was a massive success with poetry being read to a sell-out audience.
In the autumn Linton embarked on his first national poetry tour of England for three years. He performed sixteen dates across the country from Ilkley to Surrey, from Manchester to Whitstable.

Finally for 2007, LKJ gave poetry readings abroad in France, Barcelona, Waterford (Eire) and the USA (New York, Boston). He also delivered the prestigious CLR James Lecture at the University of Michigan.
This year, the main event planned so far is the LKJ and Dennis Bovell gig at the Barbican on Sunday 9 March. Linton will be in discussion with Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze in Leicester on 25 February and will read poetry in Exeter on 10 July. He will also travel to Venice, the USA, Venezuela and Denmark to give readings later in the year. Please look at the events page of the website at www.lkjrecords.com 
Dennis Bovell Dub Band Members
Internal Dread

In 2007 Internal Dread was mostly on tour with a new Swedish star, Salem Al Fakir, who recently won four Swedish Grammy Awards. The tour included Scandinavia and Shanghai. Internal Dread also toured with Swedish jazz trumpet player Goran Kaifes in Mexico for his new project, ‘Headspin’. In the studio, he produced and mixed albums with Joseph Beckford, Iya Karna and Swedish pop-reggae band Roots Circus. He also organised the annual outdoor festival, Stockholm Reggae Fest and has just been part of Stockholm Reggae Week this January. This year will see Internal Dread take on more of this work, plus continuing to work on his new home and studio in the countryside ‘far away from Babylon’!

Daniel Spahni

Dub band drummer Spahni continues to work with many different artists and bands. He plays regularly with Swiss Band Larsen Rupin and last year saw the release of their third CD, Proçés Verbal, followed by some gigs. He also appeared on Bobby Kray's first album, Tales from a Skinny White Boy, which featured the Dub Band, and played percussion on Junior Tshaka’s second CD. Spahni has worked with Cédric Vuille from L'Ensemble Rayé for several years and in 2007 he played drums on Vuille’s solo second album, 804, Center Street, dedicated to Raymond Carver. They have already recorded some tracks for the next CD that is planned for 2009. Spahni recorded an album with French spoken word rock band La Bande Ă Mani entitled Ă bras le corps, which is due out in March 2008. The tracks will be mixed at Rub-a-Dub studios, in Stockholm, by Internal Dread, the sound engineer of the Dub Band. In 2007 he also recorded an album for Sudanese singer Mohamed Badawi, produced by Hubl Greiner, a German world music producer, due out sometime this year. Spahni's Dub Dancers were hired as backing band for Rwandese reggae singer Darius Rourou, and out of this there could be an album produced later in 2008. He also recorded some tracks with Congolese singer Justin Malonga, who lives in Switzerland. Finally, Spahni took part to the recording of Hit Giganten, a German TV show, with Nick Straker's Band featuring his hit ‘A Walk in the Park’ (will be broadcast on Saturday 1 March 2008). Nick Straker, many of you will remember, was the Dub Band’s keyboard player for many years – but a lot of you probably won’t know that Nick has achieved great success with his own music in Germany in particular.
For 2008 Spahni continues to show how much energy he has. He played with Internal Dread and the Reggaetarians at Reggae festival in Mosebacke, Stockholm, on 26 January and will then stay there to mix the CD of La Bande Ă Mani — whose release concert will be at Festineuch on 30 May. In the meantime, on 3 May Larsen Rupin will perform their annual home concert at Le Bar King in Neuchatel. Spahni is also planning to record some reggae tracks for Italian singer David Longo this spring and says he hopes ‘to play as many gigs as possible with all of these artists and keep myself as busy as I can.’ He has just confirmed a new job too, writing some original music for the play Dom Juan for L'Ensemble Rayé — the production will start from 25 April at Le Theatre du Passage in Neuchatel. If he has any spare time, Spahni will also carry on teaching drums!
Forthcoming Events for 2008
25 February 2008

Linton Kwesi Johnson and Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze in discussion – cultural eXchanges festival

AT Clephan building room 3.03, De Montfort University, Leicester, UK

See www.dmu.ac.uk/faculties/humanities
9 March 2008

Linton Kwesi Johnson PLUS Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze, Winston Francis and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band gig

At the Barbican, London

Tel. 020 7638 8891

See www.barbican.org.uk
26 March 2008

Wasafiri panel discussion and readings with Meena Alexander, Elleke Boehmer, Abdulrazak Gurnah, Linton Kwesi Johnson
At Venice International University Italy EACLALS conference

See www.maldura.unipd.it/eaclals2008

25 April 2008

Start of play Dom Juan with some music by Daniel Spahni
At Le Theatre de Passage, Neuchatel, Switzerland

See www.spahni.biz

3 May 2008
Larsen Rupin Gig

At Le Bar King, Neuchatel, Switzerland

See www.spahni.biz

30 May 2008

La Bande Ă Mani new album release gig

At Festineuch 

See www.spahni.biz

25-27 August 2008
Linton Kwesi Johnson reading 

At University of Aarhus, Denmark
For Your Information

LKJ Records Catalogue

Bushfire by Steve Gregory (CD)

Come On Little Girl by Winston Francis (CD single)

Dub of Ages by Dennis Bovell (CD)

LKJ A Cappella Live by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD)

LKJ in Dub Volume 2 by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD)

LKJ in Dub Volume 3 by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD or vinyl)

LKJ Live in Concert With the Dub Band by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD)

LKJ Live in Paris With the Dennis Bovell Dub Band by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD or DVD)

LKJ Presents by various LKJ artists (CD)

More Time by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD or vinyl)

Oh Mama Oh Papa by Dennis Bovell (CD or 12” single)

Real Keen: Reggae Into Jazz by Shake Keane (CD or cassette)

Red, Gold and Blues by John Kpiaye (CD or vinyl)

Sweet Rock Steady by Winston Francis (CD)

The Peeni Waali Phenomenon by Fizze (CD)
Tings An Times by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD)

Tracks by Jean Binta Breeze (CD or vinyl)

LKJ Music Publishers Catalogue

Inglan Is A Bitch by Linton Kwesi Johnson

Selected Poems by Linton Kwesi Johnson

Tings An Times by Linton Kwesi Johnson

Voices of the Living and the Dead by Linton Kwesi Johnson
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