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LKJ RECORDS NEWSLETTER 2002

We are delighted to be sending you another Newsletter to keep you up to date with our news from last year and our plans for 2002. It certainly has been busy for Linton Kwesi Johnson, Dennis Bovell and others over the past 12 months. Our most exciting news is that Linton Kwesi Johnson's new book is due to be published in Penguin's Modern Classics series in May 2002. Mi Revalueshanary Fren: Selected Poems will include his earlier poems but also previously unpublished works including all of the poems on his most recent CD, More Time. LKJ will be undertaking a poetry tour of the UK in May (see Events section for details) to promote the new book.

Please do contact us if you have any queries or, if you want to order any of our products, don't forget that you can do so safely by credit card using our website, www.lkjrecords.com. Alternatively, to obtain a mail order catalogue please contact us at LKJ Records, PO Box 623, Herne Hill, London, SE24 0LS, UK, tel./fax. +44 (0) 20 7738 7647. We look forward to hearing from you.

NEWS       

Linton Kwesi Johnson and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band

The year 2001 was another busy one for LKJ and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band. It was a year of changes too. Paul Blake left the band and was replaced by Swiss drummer, Daniel Spahni, who played on LKJ's More Time album. He has settled in nicely with the Dub Band. Spahni has played with his own reggae band, The Mad Lighters, in Switzerland, as well as with the free jazz trio Larsen Rupin who are due to release a new album, Contredanses, this year.

Throughout 2001 LKJ and the band opted to play more festivals. There were performances in Austria, Belgium, France and Tunisia, a few club dates in Switzerland and a successful tour of Germany.

Linton Kwesi Johnson

Linton Kwesi Johnson's year in 2001 was varied and hectic. He undertook a 12-date poetry tour of the UK, with readings from Salisbury in the south to Manchester in the north, from Aberystwyth to Ipswich. He also did readings at Croydon College for their Capital 01 Project and for Black History Month in October at the Camden Centre in London and Luton Central Library in Bedforshire.

In the spring of 2001 Linton Kwesi Johnson performed at the People's Poetry Gathering in New York. Later in the year he read poetry and took part in a panel discussion at the Experience Music Project in Seattle, which hosted a major exhibition on the history of reggae called Island Revolution. He also travelled to Jamaica and Trinidad to do research and interviews for BBC Radio 3's Caribbean Evening, which was broadcast in October 2001. During this marathon four-and-a-half-hour-long live broadcast, LKJ and Andy Kershaw presented the evening and hosted a number of live panel discussions on a variety of topics pertaining to the Caribbean. 

Some of the interviews LKJ did during 2001 include: BBC 2 for Newsnight; the hip-hop American magazine The Source; BBC Radio 4's Midweek.

For 2002, Linton Kwesi Johnson will be reading poetry across the UK to launch his new book, Mi Revalueshanary Fren: Selected Poems (see below for dates). The book will be published in May 2002 by Penguin in their Modern Classics series. He will also be touring with the Dennis Bovell Dub Band, running LKJ Records and continuing his trustee work for the George Padmore Institute in London.

Jean Binta Breeze

Earlier in 2001 Jean Binta Breeze appeared in the Talawa Theatre Company's production of Kwame Dawes' 'duberetta' One Love, which played at the Old Vic in Bristol and the Lyric in Hammersmith, London. Breeze also made special contributions to festivals in Barcelona and Paris. In the autumn of 2001 Jean Binta Breeze returned to the UK for a busy programme of performances, talks and workshops. These included visits to Kingston-upon-Thames, St. Andrews in Scotland, Reading, Luton, Lancaster and Whitby. Breeze rounded off the year with an event at the University of California at Los Angeles, USA.
In 2002 Jean Binta Breeze will be one of the judges for the National Poetry Competition. She also will take up the writer-in-residence post in Bradford as part of the pioneering cross-community Manningham Project initiated by Yorkshire Arts. She also has a number of readings planned, both solo and with other artists including Michael Donaghy, Roger McGough and Keith Waithe and the Macusi Players (see below for dates).

John Kpiaye

Apart from playing and touring with LKJ and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band, John Kpiaye did some session work in 2001, including working on an album with reggae producer Ruppee Edwards This year he is hoping to follow up his popular debut album Red, Gold and Blues with another record.

Steve Gregory

When he is not playing with the Dennis Bovell Dub Band, Steve Gregory teaches regularly. In 2001 he also played at various Christian events, including the Kirche Festival in Frankfurt in September and on BBC Television's Songs of Praise 40th Anniversary shows. For 2002 he will continue to teach and to tour with the band.

Winston Francis
For most of 2001 Winston Francis worked in the studio. He put down a lot of his own recordings but also did backing vocals for people such as Luciano. Francis also performed at the Reggae Meets Ska concert in Miami, USA, and did shows in New York and Jamaica.

2002 will be a hectic year for Winston Francis. Having recorded a track for the compilation album Jamaican Heroes, which included artists Alton Ellis, Rico Rodriguez and others, Francis will start touring the UK and Europe with them in May 2002. He is currently working on a new album, collaborating with Frank Spencer from The Chosen Few. The album is due out in May. In the meantime, Francis has no less than eight singles lined up for release!

Fizzè

2001 saw Fizze in the studio working on an album with his group, Gumbo. The album will be another fine mix of different sounds and genres, from a reggae medley sung in various languages including French, Italian and German, to the blues. Gumbo also supported LKJ and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band in Switzerland last year. 2002 will continue to see Fizze working on music in the studio.
Dennis Bovell
When not working with LKJ and the Dub Band, Dennis Bovell is always in demand. 2001 was no exception to this. At the start of the year Bovell played a few dates in Sweden with Tony 'Babatunde' Ellis and the Reggaetarians. He then went to France and worked on an album with Moscardo B & the RDB. He also went to Barbados to play at the To Africa With Love concert featuring Anthony B and Yammy Bolo. Whilst there he went to Eddy Grant's studio and produced some local artists. Later in the year Dennis Bovell went to the Experience Music Project in Seattle, USA to take part in a number of events as part of the Island Revolution history of reggae music programme.

In the UK, Bovell worked on the production of Crystal Rose's track Love Me, Love My Child. He also composed and produced the music for Channel 4's series featuring Darcus Howe, Slave Nation. Along with Linton Kwesi Johnson, Dennis Bovell and others including John Fashanu judged a local talent competition in Streatham, London. 

For 2002, Dennis Bovell will be touring with the Dub Band, and he has already been producing music for artists in France. It will be another hectic year for the master composer, musician and producer. 

LKJ Records Releases

2001

Last year was quiet on the new releases front, but LKJ Records were very happy to re-release the innovative CD by the late Shake Keane, Real Keen: Reggae into Jazz. The newspaper New Nation called the album 'an inspirational brainwave' whilst The Gleaner said 'There is no greater mix than when reggae incorporates jazz. And to pay special tribute to a great musician, this is Shake Keane's last testament. Of course he passed away in 1997 but Reggae into Jazz has been released to remind the lovers of the reggae-jazz fusion of the beauty of these two great musical forms'.
2002

This year the long-awaited LKJ in Dub Volume 3 by Linton Kwesi Johnson will be released in late spring. Later in the year there will be a new LKJ Live CD by Linton Kwesi Johnson. 

Forthcoming Events

(All events are correct at time of press)

4 March- Jean Binta Breeze 

Poetry reading at Bath Literature Festival, UK

Contact: Tel.020 8463 0866 or www.57productions.com

23 March - Jean Binta Breeze with Michael Donaghy

Poetry reading at Poole Arts Centre, UK

Contact: Tel.020 8463 0866 or www.57productions.com

12-13 April - Linton Kwesi Johnson and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band 

Two gigs at Sodra Teatern, Stockholm, Sweden

Contact: Tel.Sweden 08 5569 7211

27 April - Linton Kwesi Johnson and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band 

Gig at the Centre des Arts et de la Culture de PAP, Pointe-a-Pitre, Guadeloupe

Contact: Tel.Guadeloupe 05 90 82 79 78

29-30 April - Linton Kwesi Johnson and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band

2 gigs in Martinique - venue tba

Contact: Tel.France 06 20 75 19 87

25-28 April - Jean Binta Breeze 

Conference - 'Multiple Caribbeans: Performance, Displacement and Identities' at

Wisconsin-Madison University, USA

Contact: Tel.020 8463 0866 or www.57productions.com

1-3 May - Jean Binta Breeze with Roger McGough

Poetry reading at Dorchester Arts Centre, UK

Contact: Tel.020 8463 0866 or www.57productions.com

4 May - Linton Kwesi Johnson and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band 

Gig at The Concorde 2, Brighton, UK

Contact: Tel. Box Office 01273 709709

5 May - Linton Kwesi Johnson and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band

Gig at the Beer Keller, Bristol, UK

Contact: Tel. Box Office 0117 926 8514/ Hotline 0117 929 9008/ Hotline 0117 942 2227

8 May - Jean Binta Breeze with Michael Donaghy

Poetry reading at Chill 'em Out Cafe, Hive Bar, UEA, Norwich UK

Contact: Box Office tel.01603 508050

9 May - Linton Kwesi Johnson 

Poetry reading at Belfast Cathedral Quarter Festival, UK

Contact: Box Office tel.028 9023 2403 or www.cquaf.com

9-10 May - Jean Binta Breeze with Michael Donaghy

Poetry reading at the Dylan Thomas Centre, Swansea, UK

Contact: Box Office tel.01792 463892

10 May - Linton Kwesi Johnson

Poetry reading at Exeter Phoenix, UK

Contact: Box Office tel.01392 667080 or www.exeterphoenix.org.uk

11 May - Linton Kwesi Johnson 

Poetry reading at Leicester Phoenix, UK

Contact: Box Office tel.0116 255 4854 or www.phoenix.org.uk

13 May - Linton Kwesi Johnson

Poetry reading at Norwich UEA, UK

Contact: Box Office tel.01603 508050 or www.stu.uea.ac.uk/events

17 May - Linton Kwesi Johnson

Poetry reading at Winchester New Theatre Royal, UK

Contact: Box Office tel.01962 840440 or www.theatre-royal-winchester.co.uk

22-23 May - Jean Binta Breeze poetry reading/ music with Keith Waithe and the Macusi Players

Liverpool Blue Coat Theatre, UK

Contact: Tel.020 8463 0866 or www.57productions.com

23 May - Linton Kwesi Johnson 

Poetry reading at Solihull Arts Centre, UK

Contact: Box office tel.0121 704 6962 or www.solihull.gov.uk/arts

24 May - Linton Kwesi Johnson 

Poetry reading at Liverpool Everyman Theatre, UK

Contact: Box Office tel.0151 709 4776 or www.everymanplayhouse.com

26 May - Linton Kwesi Johnson 

Poetry reading at Hebden Bridge Picture House, UK

Contact: Box Office tel.01422 842807 or www.calderdale.gov.uk

28 May - Linton Kwesi Johnson

Poetry reading at Manchester Library Theatre, UK

Contact: Box Office tel.0161 236 7110 or www.libtheatreco.org.uk

29 May - Linton Kwesi Johnson 

Poetry reading at Darlington Arts Centre, UK

Contact: Box Office tel.01325 486555 or www.darlington-arts.co.uk

1 June - Linton Kwesi Johnson 

Poetry reading at Hay Festival, UK

Contact: Box Office tel.01497 821299 or www.hayfestival.co.uk

2 June - Jean Binta Breeze with Michael Donaghy

Poetry reading at Castlemilk Pre-Festival, Glasgow, UK

Contact: Box Office tel.0141 634 2603

7 June - Jean Binta Breeze with Michael Donaghy

Poetry reading at Willesden Green Library, Brent Festival, London, UK

Contact: Box Office tel.020 8937 3485

8 June - Linton Kwesi Johnson and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band 

Gig at Sezebac, nr Toulouse, France

Contact: Tel.France 03 26 40 96 71

29 June - Jean Binta Breeze with Michael Donaghy

Poetry reading at the Ledbury Poetry Festival, UK

Contact: Box Office tel.01531 634156

1 July - Jean Binta Breeze with Michael Donaghy

Poetry reading at 'Our City The World' Festival, Sheffield, UK

Contact: Box Office tel.0114 273 4203

10-26 August Linton Kwesi Johnson

Poetry reading at the Edinburgh International Book Festival (date to be confirmed)

Contact: tel.0131 228 5444 or www.edbookfest.co.uk
LKJ Records Complete Catalogue
All our products are available for purchase either on the website at www.lkjrecords.com or by mail order from LKJ Records Ltd, PO Box 623, Herne Hill, London SE24 0LS, UK. Tel./Fax. + 44 (0) 20 7738 7647.

Records/ CDs/ Singles

* Real Keen: Reggae into Jazz by Shake Keane (LKJ LP 008 vinyl/ LKJ C1 cassette)

* Tracks by Jean Binta Breeze (LKJ LP 007 vinyl/ LKJ CD 007 CD)

* LKJ in Dub Volume Two by Linton Kwesi Johnson (LKJ CD 002 CD)

* LKJ Live in Concert with the Dub Band by Linton Kwesi Johnson (LKJ CD 003 CD)

* Oh Mama Oh Papa (single) by Dennis Bovell (LKJ T3 12”single/ LKJS 001 CD single)

* Bushfire by Steve Gregory (LKJ CD 011 CD)

* Red, Gold and Blues by John Kpiaye (LKJ LP 012 vinyl/ LKJ CD 012 CD)

* Tings An Times by Linton Kwesi Johnson (LKJ CD 013 CD)

* LKJ Presents by Various (LKJ CD 014 CD)

* Dub Of Ages by Dennis Bovell (LKJ CD 015 CD)

* LKJ A Cappella Live by Linton Kwesi Johnson (LKJ CD 016 CD)

* Sweet Rock Steady by Winston Francis (LKJ CD 017 CD)

* Come On Little Girl (single) by Winston Francis (LKJS 003 CD single)

* More Time by Linton Kwesi Johnson (LKJ CD 018 CD/ LKJ LP 018 vinyl) 

* Liesense Fi Kill (single) by Linton Kwesi Johnson (LKJ T4 12” single)

* The Peeni Waali Phenomenon by Fizzè (LKJ CD 019 CD)

* I Wah Dub by Dennis Bovell (LKJ CD 020 CD)

Books

* Tings An Times by Linton Kwesi Johnson 

* Inglan Is A Bitch by Linton Kwesi Johnson 

* Voices of the Living and the Dead by Linton Kwesi Johnson 

* Changing Britannia ed. Roxy Harris and Sarah White 

