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LKJ Records Ltd, PO Box 623, Herne Hill, London SE24 0LS, UK, tel./fax.+44 (0) 20 7738 7647

LKJ RECORDS NEWSLETTER 2004
Another year has gone by in a flash and it’s already time to update you on all the news from LKJ Records. The office has been busy as usual over the last year, and we have some exciting events planned for 2004, including the release of our first ever DVD. Read on to find out more! Don’t forget that you can visit our website at www.lkjrecords.com to find out about our artists, look up forthcoming events, send us comments or questions, or to purchase any of our products. Do also let us know if you would like to receive this Newsletter by email only in the future, by sending your email address to us at info@lkjrecords.com along with your postal address, and we will change our database details accordingly. 

Jean Binta Breeze

In 2003 Jean Binta Breeze was among the poets who read at the Bloomsbury Theatre, London for Poets Against the War. Other readers included Linton Kwesi Johnson, Sarah Maguire and Benjamin Zephaniah among others. The event took place on 14 February, on the eve of the largest demonstration ever seen in the country against the UK joining the USA in the war against Iraq. Jean didn’t take on much other work during 2003 because she received a Fellowship award from NESTA, the National Endowment for Science Technology and the Arts. This enabled Jean to return home to Jamaica to research her first novel, which will trace five generations of women’s voices through the evolving history and music of her native land. 

For 2004, as well as writing her novel, Jean will take on readings in the UK at the Spitlit Festival, London, at the Albany Theatre in Deptford, London (March) and at the Lewes Festival in Sussex (May). She will then return to Jamaica to take part in the Calabash Festival at Treasure Beach in late May.  Jean is also currently working on her first radio play for the BBC, Carmella’s Island, which will be broadcast this year.

Dennis Bovell

Dennis Bovell continues to lead the Dub Band at Linton Kwesi Johnson’s concerts all over the world. Apart from this, in 2003 Dennis played with the Reggaetarians in Stockholm, Sweden. He then did some DJ stints in Lisbon and Porto, Portugal, in Tours, France and at Club Metarock, Pisa, Italy, going back to his sound system days when he used to run Sufferers Hi-Fi Sound System. Dennis also visited Japan twice in 2003. On his first visit he played with his Japanese Dub Band, where Maka B joined him to celebrate the life of Bob Marley. On his second visit Dennis played with his Special Lovers Rock Band alongside various Japanese and British Lovers’ Rock singers including Marie Pierre and Black Harmony. Towards the end of 2003 Dennis’ single Oh Mama Oh Papa featured at the top of the chart in Surinam, South America. In 2003, Dennis’ album Decibel was released on the Pressure Sounds label, a collection which concentrates on his early works from the 1970s and 1980s. Touch Magazine called the album ‘a dark and joyful excursion into the deepest recesses of the UK dub scene, viewed through the eyes of a true visionary. Important? Nope: essential.’
This year Dennis hopes to work with a new French reggae band led by Sam Williams on their new album, as well as releasing a live album of his own. In February Dennis and Linton Kwesi Johnson will visit Australia and New Zealand for the first time, where LKJ will perform his poetry and Dennis will DJ. 

Fizzè

In 2003 Fizzè’s main activity was moving house, which took some eight months to organise. This meant that his recording studio, Mensch, could only be used for basic work, such as the narrating/translating jobs that Fizzè undertook for a European project of language schools. Last summer Fizzè was invited to join the avant-garde musician Albert Marcoeur. This has meant a lot of rehearsing as Fizzè will have to play a range of instruments including keyboards, accordion, ukulele, and flute, as well as doing some of the electronics and backing vocals! Fizzè will be touring with Albert Marcoeur from May 2004 until his new studio is fully operational again in the summer of this year. For more information please see: www.mensch3000.ch

Winston Francis

2003 saw the release of a new album by Winston Francis and AJ Franklin called Stand Firm. Winston says, ‘It was hard work, being a live album, but has had a great response’. Touch Magazine gave it a rave review: ‘Stand Firm is a testimony to their understanding of reggae, its history and how to make it truly live and breathe as living, loving music.’  For more info contact: www.francisandfranklin.com. Winston also became part of the Gold Masters All Stars, a band of ska veterans. As a solo artist, Winston re-released a track that he first recorded in 1969, Ten Times Sweeter Than You, and it is selling well. Look out for it – it’s out on green vinyl! 

This year Winston will be performing in Italy in February and Japan in April. When he returns, Winston will be back in the studio to finish recording some singles, due to be released in May. 

Steve Gregory

As always, Steve Gregory played flute and sax with the Dennis Bovell Dub Band in 2003. He also played at various dinner jazz engagements and taught. In February Steve played with new BMG artist Ian Masterson in a showcase at BBC Bush House, London. In March he was interviewed for the BBC TV programme Liquid Assets about George Michael, whose single Careless Whisper featured Steve’s famous sax solo. In June Steve performed at the Glastonbury Festival with Linda Lewis. He also played on BBC TV’s Songs of Praise from Eastbourne and took part in the annual New Wine celebration in July. In December Steve appeared on Snowy White’s TV fashion show from Estoril, Portugal.

This year Steve will continue to teach and to play dinner jazz shows. He will also be going into schools with the saxophone quartet, the Saxophonics, and working on a new album with the band Babe Ruth. In August Steve will play at the New Wine event once more.

Linton Kwesi Johnson

Linton Kwesi Johnson wears several different hats in terms of his activities and 2003 – which was supposed to be a quiet year for LKJ – proved no exception for sheer variety. As usual, he performed with the Dennis Bovell Dub Band throughout the year, as well as giving poetry readings, doing a number of interviews, and running LKJ Records and LKJ Music Publishers.

Linton’s poetry readings in 2003 started with Jean Binta Breeze and others reading at Poets Against the War at the Bloomsbury Theatre, London. The event also featured Michael Rosen, Tony Harrison, Adrian Mitchell and Moniza Alvi among others and was well attended. Linton went to Paris in April to read at the Frontieres Festival of Anglo-French writing, which was organised by novelist Caryl Phillips for the British Council. In June, Linton gave a reading at Windrush Foundation Awards in London. The Windrush Foundation is a registered charity established in 1996 to promote good race and community relations, as well as to develop self-esteem among black youths and to celebrate the Windrush heritage and the Caribbean contribution to the well-being and prosperity of the UK (for further information contact tel.01689 812347). In July, along with writers S.I. Martin and Sukhdev Sandhu, LKJ participated in an event at the Museum of London to celebrate Sandhu’s new book, London Calling: How Black and Asian Writers Imagined A City. This was followed by a poetry reading at the Anti-Slavery organisation’s event in Greenwich, Remembering Enslavement. In October, Linton returned to his former college, Goldsmiths, to give a poetry reading as part of the Lewisham Literature Festival. He then performed alongside renowned poet Jayne Cortez at the University of East Michigan, USA. LKJ finished off his poetry year with a well-received reading at the Curzon Cinema, Mayfair, London for Operation Black Vote’s annual lecture event. 

On a slightly different note, Linton’s poems/music Street 66 and More Time were featured in a French film, Nord Plage, filmed in Martinique. In the November edition of Vanity Fair, David Bowie chose Linton’s Forces of Victory album as one of his favourite 25 albums, saying ‘This man writes some of the most moving poetry to be found in popular music… this must be one of the most important reggae records of all time.’

Established in 1991, the George Padmore Institute is a library, educational and research centre housing materials relating to the communities of Caribbean, African and Asian descent in Britain and continental Europe, which also organises educational and cultural activities such as talks, readings and seminars. As a Trustee of the GPI, Linton was delighted to organise two visually illustrated lectures on the life of Bob Marley by renowned American reggae archivist Roger Steffens in 2003. The lectures, which were held at the GPI in North London and at the 198 Gallery in South London in June, were fully subscribed and provided a unique perspective on the reggae superstar. On a more personal level, LKJ acted as MC for GPI Chairman John La Rose’s 75th Birthday Celebration in January, which was held at Ocean, Hackney, London and organised by fellow GPI Trustee, Professor Gus John. There were performances by a number of artists at the celebration, including composer and musician Shirley Thompson, singer Joe Mogotsi, Jean Binta Breeze and the Dub Band’s Dennis Bovell and Johnny T. In December, Linton chaired a discussion between John La Rose and filmmaker Horace Ové at the Institute of International Visual Arts in London. This was at the premiere of the film Dream to Change the World made by Horace and commissioned by the African and Asian Visual Artists’ Archive about the life of John, who is a political and cultural activist, poet, essayist and publisher. For more information about the GPI contact: 76 Stroud Green Road, Finsbury Park, London N4 3EN, tel. 020 7272 8915, email: info@georgepadmoreinstitute.org
Linton Kwesi Johnson would like to express his congratulations to the family of Roger Sylvester, who have led an unswerving campaign to discover exactly what happened when Roger died in police custody in January 1999. The inquest, held in September 2003, returned a verdict of unlawful killing, which brings the family one step closer to justice. LKJ continues to support the family campaign. For more information about this please contact: www.rsjc.org.uk
Finally, Linton Kwesi Johnson was very proud to be honoured by his alma mater, Goldsmiths College, University of London, in 2003. The College bestowed an Honorary Fellowship on LKJ at their graduation ceremony on 4 September. This distinction is bestowed only sparingly according to strict criteria, which recognise the contribution made by former students to the College and to the wider outside world. Fittingly, it was also the day when students from Linton’s former department of Sociology graduated. Professor Jon Thompson, who has had a prolific career in the visual arts as an artist, curator, critic and teacher, was made an Honorary Fellow at the same time. Johnson and Thompson now join an illustrious group of Honorary Fellows of Goldsmiths College, which includes Sir Michael Caine and Mary Quant among others. Linton told the audience that he had been too poor to attend his graduation in 1976, but was glad to do so 27 years late!

For 2004, Linton will be releasing LKJ Live in Paris, a CD (LKJ CD 022) and DVD (LKJ DVD 001), recorded at his show last April to celebrate his 25th anniversary as a reggae recording artist. The DVD marks the first visual recording of an LKJ concert to be available to buy and also includes an interview with Linton. The CD and DVD are due out in February 2004. This year so far LKJ is also planning a poetry tour of Australia and New Zealand in February/March along with Dennis Bovell, who will be DJing, as well as a visit to South Africa in the summer.

LKJ & the Dennis Bovell Dub Band

2003 saw LKJ and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band perform a number of shows in Europe. They started the year with gigs in France, including one at the Zenith in Paris, which was recorded. The resulting CD and DVD LKJ Live in Paris (LKJ CD 022/LKJ DVD 001), which celebrates LKJ’s 25 years as a reggae recording artist, will be out imminently. In June, LKJ and the Band performed to a capacity audience at the Queen Elizabeth Hall in London as part of the Lee ‘Scratch’ Perry ‘curated’ Meltdown Festival. Other artists who performed included Michael Franti, Macy Gray, Sly and Robbie, Asian Dub Foundation and Soweto Kinch among others. This was followed by festivals in France, at the Galway Arts Festival in Ireland and Brussels, Belgium. LKJ and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band then undertook a 14-date tour in the autumn, which included dates in France, Italy and Switzerland. The band finished off the year with a six-date tour of Germany just before Christmas. So far for 2004 there are no firm plans for gigs for LKJ and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band, but this is sure to change as the year progresses, so just keep checking the Events page on the website!

Daniel Spahni, the Dennis Bovell Dub Band’s drummer, performed with various bands when he was not on tour with LKJ, including Larsen Rupin, the Mad Lighters and the Andy Wilson Jazz Quartet. He also did some recording with the White Belly Rats and Larsen Rupin. This year Spahni plans to release his second album with Spahni’s Dub Dancers. The album, Sunny Spot, was mixed at the end of 2003, and Spahni plans to work on a live version of it for the stage. In late February the first single by Lee ‘Scratch’ Perry and the White Belly Rats will be released. The single is called Fight to the Finish and is from the forthcoming album Panic in Babylon, due out in April 2004. The White Belly Rats will be playing live at Le Mad in Lausanne, Switzerland for the release party, followed by more dates later in the year. Larsen Rupin, will also be playing some gigs in France and Switzerland in 2004 to promote their CD Contrdanses, which came out last year. Finally, Spahni played drums on his friend Cedric Vuille’s album Des Pas Rayés due out in 2004.

Fabio Marchiori, the Dub Band’s Italian keyboard player, continues to play regularly for the Todomodo Association in Italy, as well as with Bobo from the band Ottavo Padiglione. He also plays with Spahni on occasion.

Apart from gigging with the Dub Band, it was a quiet year for all the other musicians including LKJ Records’ artist John Kpiaye. But you can check out the website of the Dub Band’s other keyboardist Nick Straker at www.nickstraker.com for updates on his news.

Forthcoming Events for 2004
You can also check out forthcoming events on our website at www.lkjrecords.com/events

(All details of these events correct at time of going to press)

20 February – Winston Francis performing in Italy

Contact: www.francisandfranklin.com

25 February – Linton Kwesi Johnson and Dennis Bovell in Conversation with Dennis Morris at 6pm in the Wardle Room, Perth Concert Hall, Perth Arts Festival, Australia

Contact: www.perthfestival.com.au

26 February – Linton Kwesi Johnson poetry reading and Dennis Bovell DJ at 8pm at the Verandah, Perth Concert Hall, Perth Arts Festival, Australia

Contact: www.perthfestival.com.au

26 February – release of Fight to the Finish single by Lee ‘Scratch’ Perry and the White Belly Rats (including Daniel Spahni, Dub Band drummer) 

Contact: www.spahni.org

28 February – Linton Kwesi Johnson poetry reading and Dennis Bovell DJ at the Gaelic, Sydney, Australia

Contact: tim@feelpresents.com

29 February – Linton Kwesi Johnson poetry reading and Dennis Bovell DJ at the Zoo, Brisbane, Australia

Contact: tim@feelpresents.com

2 March – Linton Kwesi Johnson poetry reading at 8pm at the Byron Bay Community Centre, Australia

Contact: tim@feelpresents.com

3 March – Linton Kwesi Johnson poetry reading and Dennis Bovell DJ at the Prince, Melbourne, Australia

Contact: tim@feelpresents.com

5 March – Linton Kwesi Johnson poetry reading and Dennis Bovell DJ at 8pm at Galatos, 17 Galatos Street, Auckland, New Zealand

Contact: Tel. NZ 09 303 1928/ www.redtickets.co.nz

6 March - Linton Kwesi Johnson poetry reading and Dennis Bovell DJ at 8pm at Bodega, 101 Ghuznee Street, Wellington, New Zealand

Contact: Tel. NZ 04 384 8212/ www.redtickets.co.nz

7 March – Jean Binta Breeze poetry reading at the SpitLit Festival, London, UK

Contact: www.57productions.com

8 March - Linton Kwesi Johnson poetry reading and Dennis Bovell DJ at 8pm at Civic, Manchester Street, Christchurch, New Zealand

Contact: Tel. NZ 03 374 9966/ www.redtickets.co.nz

11 March - Linton Kwesi Johnson poetry reading and Dennis Bovell DJ at 8pm at the King’s Arms, Frances Street, Newton Auckland, New Zealand

Contact: www.redtickets.co.nz

20 March – Larsen Rupin group (including Daniel Spahni, Dub Band drummer) play in Fresnes-en-Woevre, France

Contact: www.spahni.org

31 March – Jean Binta Breeze poetry reading at the Albany, Deptford, London, UK

Contact: www.57productions.com

6 April – Winston Francis performing in Japan 

Contact: www.francisandfranklin.com

30 April – Linton Kwesi Johnson poetry reading at the Terry O’Toole Centre, Lincoln, UK 

Contact: Tel. Box Office UK 01522 883311

April-May – release of Panic in Babylon by Lee ‘Scratch’ Perry and the White Belly Rats (including Daniel Spahni, Dub Band drummer) 

Contact: www.spahni.org

May – Jean Binta Breeze poetry reading at the Lewes Festival, Sussex, UK

Contact: www.57productions.com

Late May – Jean Binta Breeze poetry reading at the Calabash Festival, Treasure Beach, Jamaica

Contact: www.57productions.com

May onwards – Fizzè tour with Albert Marcoeur tbc

Contact: www.mensch3000.ch
Late June - Larsen Rupin group (including Daniel Spahni, Dub Band drummer) play in Geneva, Switzerland

Contact: www.spahni.org

.

LKJ Records/ LKJ Music Catalogue

Bushfire by Steve Gregory - LKJ CD011 (CD)

Come On Little Girl by Winston Francis - LKJ CDS003 (CD single)

Dub of Ages by Dennis Bovell - LKJ CD015 (CD)

Inglan Is A Bitch by Linton Kwesi Johnson (book)

Liesense Fi Kill by Linton Kwesi Johnson - LKJ T4 (12” single)

LKJ A Cappella Live by Linton Kwesi Johnson - LKJ CD016 (CD)

LKJ in Dub Volume 2 by Linton Kwesi Johnson - LKJ CD002 (CD)

LKJ in Dub Volume 3 by Linton Kwesi Johnson - LKJ CD021 (CD) or LKJ LP021 (vinyl album)

LKJ Live in Concert With the Dub Band by Linton Kwesi Johnson - LKJ CD003 (CD)

LKJ Live in Paris by Linton Kwesi Johnson  - LKJ CD022 (CD) or LKJ DVD001 (DVD)

LKJ Presents by various artists - LKJ CD014 (CD)

More Time by Linton Kwesi Johnson - LKJ CD018 (CD) or LKJ LP018 (vinyl album)

Oh Mama Oh Papa by Dennis Bovell - LKJT3 (12” single) LKJS001 (CD single)

Real Keen: Reggae Into Jazz by Shake Keane - LKJ CD001 (CD) or LKJ C1 (cassette)

Red, Gold and Blues by John Kpiaye - LKJ CD012 (CD) or LKJ LP012 (vinyl album)

Sweet Rock Steady by Winston Francis - LKJ CD017 (CD)

The Peeni Waali Phenomenon by Fizzè - LKJ CD019 (CD)
Tings An Times by Linton Kwesi Johnson - LKJ CD013 (CD)

Tings An Times by Linton Kwesi Johnson (book)

Tracks by Jean Binta Breeze - LKJ CD007 (CD) or LKJ LP007 (vinyl album)

Voices of the Living and the Dead by Linton Kwesi Johnson (book)

You can purchase any of the above products by credit card from our website at: www.lkjrecords.com
For Your Information

If for any reason you do not wish to receive this Newsletter anymore, please write to us at LKJ Records, PO Box 623, Herne Hill, London SE24 0LS, UK, tel./fax.+44 (0) 20 7738 7647 or email us at info@lkjrecords.com with your details and we will simply take you off our list. We do not sell our database details to other companies.

