[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf][image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf]

LKJ Records Ltd, PO Box 623, Herne Hill, London SE24 0LS, UK, tel./fax +44 (0)20 7738 7647

LKJ RECORDS NEWSLETTER 2005
Welcome to the annual Newsletter from LKJ Records, giving you a round up of what happened in 2004 and our plans for this year.

2004 proved to be quite busy, starting off with Linton Kwesi Johnson and Dennis Bovell visiting Australia and New Zealand for the first time ever. LKJ gave a number of poetry readings and Dennis DJed.

We were delighted to release our first ever DVD last year. LKJ Live in Paris with the Dennis Bovell Dub Band came out in the UK and France in July. There was also a live CD with the same title, both celebrating Linton Kwesi Johnson’s 25th anniversary as a reggae recording artist. The DVD includes a live concert recorded at the Zenith in Paris with a sell-out crowd, an interview with LKJ, him performing some a cappella poetry and a photo gallery from the concert. Since its initial release the DVD has come out in the USA, Brazil, South Africa, Japan and other parts of Europe – and this first ever visual recording of LKJ has been received with widespread approval. Touch magazine named the DVD/ CD its reggae album of the month in their September 2004 issue, stating ‘There are very few people in popular culture in general, let alone reggae music, that are able to communicate across so many different channels whilst remaining an inspiration to their indigenous communities at large. LKJ is one of them’. As always, you can purchase the DVD and CD from our online store at www.lkjrecords.com
Jean Binta Breeze

At the beginning of 2004 Jean Binta Breeze wore her actress hat to take part in a comedy review in Jamaica. Entitled What A Gwaan, the sketch show had audiences in Kingston and Montego Bay in stitches.

Jean returned to the UK to take part a number of poetry events. Her first readings were in London, at the SpitLit Festival with Zena Edwards, then at the Albany Theatre in Deptford. During the course of the year Jean also gave readings in Leicester (Peepul Centre), Kent (Medway Festival), Birmingham (The Drum), Bristol (with Guyanese poet John Agard), Luton (Central Library), Lewes, and in Swiss Cottage, Camden. There were also a number of special events. These included performing at the Women’s Environmental Group Anniversary celebrations, taking part in the Womad Festival in Reading and at a benefit event for the Refugee Council in London. Jean was one of the writers featured in Wasafiri magazine’s 20th Anniversary tour, reading at the Cheltenham Literature Festival where other performers were the writer David Dabydeen, poet Mimi Khalvati and flautist Keith Waithe. In October Jean, along with Michael Rosen and poet laureate Andrew Motion, gave a special performance at the Magic Circle Theatre for National Poetry Day. The following month she took part in Poets for Peace, an event aimed to raise money for Iraqi children. Other poets at this benefit included Brian Patten and Adrian Mitchell. 

Jean undertook only a few events abroad in 2004. In May she and Linton Kwesi Johnson went to Madrid to read at the Travesias-Poesia Festival, hosted by the British Council. Straight after this Jean flew to Jamaica to take part in the Calabash Literary Festival.

During 2005 Jean Binta Breeze will continue working on her first novel. She also has plans to release a new spoken word CD on the 57 Productions label. There will only be a limited number of poetry performances, in order to give Jean some time to work on her novel. Highlights include readings at Uppingham College, an Apples & Snakes poetry event in London, De Montfort University in Leicester, Lincoln, Southwark Literature Festival and the Albany Theatre in Deptford. For more information about these and all Jean Binta Breeze’s other events, please visit www.57productions.com 

** Jean Binta Breeze on LKJ Records **

Tracks (LKJ CD 007/ LP 007) – on CD and vinyl

LKJ Presents (LKJ CD 014) – various LKJ artists

Dennis Bovell

As mentioned above, Dennis Bovell accompanied LKJ to Australia and New Zealand at the start of 2004, bringing his years of DJing expertise to the antipodes. Like Linton, this was Dennis’ first trip ‘down under’ and he was warmly received by audiences throughout the visit. The Australian newspaper Xpress called Dennis ‘Britain’s dub reggae maestro’. This sentiment was echoed one month later in Caribbean Beat magazine’s March/ April 2004 issue, which said ‘Dennis Bovell, the Barbados-born master of dub… has been the single most influential figure on the British reggae scene for the better part of three decades.’

Apart from this work and touring with the Dub Band, most of Dennis’ other projects in 2004 were in the studio. This included producing the new Madness album, which will be released under the name The Danger Men later this year. 

2005 will see Dennis working on a major new album with the Dub Band. The album will be recorded in Sweden and Dennis promises us some great songs and a new horn section. He also hopes to do some gigs through Europe with the Dub Band, and to take on some more production work for artists including Bobby Kray among others. 

** Dennis Bovell on LKJ Records **
Dub of Ages - LKJ CD015

LKJ Presents (LKJ CD 014) – various LKJ artists 

Oh Mama Oh Papa - LKJT3 (12” single) or LKJS001 (CD single)
Fizzè

Fizze called 2004 ‘nice for musical activity’. He played with Albert Marcoeur’s sextet in southern France, Nancy and Paris and also recorded the new Marcoeur CD, L, in the autumn. This CD will be ready in March 2005. Fizze also managed to put the finishing touches to the recording studio in his new house, and has been busy ever since with various projects. These include a drum and bass recording featuring the hackbrett and santur (Swiss and Persian versions of the hammered dulcimer).  On a slightly different tack, Fizze’s recording label, Mensch, was featured in the glossy magazine Facts recently.

Fizze will perform with the Albert Marcoeur sextet again this year, with gigs planned at the Paris Festival de Bourges and elsewhere in France. There is also the possibility of playing in Japan. In the summer there are two recordings planned with two ensembles from the Caucasus region. For more information about Fizze’s plans and dates, please see his website at www.mensch3000.ch
** Fizze on LKJ Records **

The Peeni Waali Phenomenon (LKJ CD019)
Winston Francis

What an amazing year for Winston Francis! Following the release of his debut album with fellow veteran artist AJ Franklin, 2004 proved to be unbelievably hectic. Winston and AJ have worked together for over 20 years, singing in musicals and doing backing vocals for a range of artists including Bob Marley and the Eurythmics. But following a chance meeting, Francis and Franklin decided to record the Stand Firm album, which blends their harmonious voices with some old-style beats. The record was an instant success, and the single Mama Woi went to number one in the German reggae charts in July 2004. Winston and AJ embarked in a European tour to promote the album whilst UK critics raved about it: Mark Lamarr said ‘Phenomenal, so wonderful, world class’ (BBC Radio 2) and Matt Downs at www.lionvibes.co.uk stated ‘class songwriting, great arrangements, musicianship and production combine to make one of the most remarkable releases of the year.’ Towards the end of the year Winston released a solo album entitled Feel Good All Over, which has been the best selling reggae album since Christmas.

This year Winston will be recording an album with Italian reggae band, The Cookoomackastick. The record, Suspicious Mind To B, will be released in the summer. Winston and AJ Franklin are going on the road once more in the summer, this time to promote the Stand Firm album in France, where it has proved very popular since its release. 

** Winston Francis on LKJ Records **

Come On Little Girl - LKJ CDS003 (CD single)

Sweet Rock Steady - LKJ CD017 (CD)

Steve Gregory

As well as performing with Linton Kwesi Johnson and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band, Steve Gregory undertook a few other projects in 2004. He performed at the New Wine Festival in the summer and played a number of dinner jazz gigs. He also did some recording for a project with Warner Brothers, due to be released later this year. In 2005 Steve will be teaching and playing various jazz engagements.

** Steve Gregory on LKJ Records **

Bushfire (LKJ CD011)

LKJ Presents (LKJ CD 014) – various LKJ artists 
Linton Kwesi Johnson

It was another year of international travel for Linton Kwesi Johnson. He started off the year with his first ever trip to Australia and New Zealand. LKJ read poetry at the Perth Arts Festival and then in Sydney and Melbourne, where he was well received. The Australian website Inthemix.com said ‘Wow. Wow. Wow… Seeing Linton Kwesi Johnson perform last night was one of those experiences that reaffirms the ability of the unaccompanied spoken word to define, with GPS-like precision, the location of every vertebra in your spine and every hair on the back of your neck.’ In New Zealand long-time LKJ fans were really pleased to finally see and hear the poet who had remembered their compatriot in his poem ‘Reggae Fi Peach’. The New Zealand Herald stated that ‘Linton Kwesi Johnson has the audience in his spell’ under their headline ‘Night of poetry and politics like no other.’

Back in the UK, Linton was pleased to give a reading at Middlesex University in London. He became Honorary Visiting Professor on the Creative Writing MA course there later in the year. 

Like Jean Binta Breeze, LKJ also performed at Wasafiri magazine’s 20th anniversary events. In March LKJ read at the University of Kent alongside John Agard and Booker-shortlisted writer Romesh Gunesekera, whilst Guyanese flautist Keith Waithe played. In December LKJ’s last poetry reading of the year was at the Wasafiri finale, where Orange and Whitbread prizewinner Andrea Levy, novelist/ journalist Shyama Perera and LKJ read to a packed audience. 

Other events that LKJ took on in 2004 included readings in Lincoln, Madrid (with Jean Binta Breeze), Wolverhampton, Ayr (at the annual Robert Burns Festival), London (for the Refugee Council), Kristiansand in Norway, and Toronto, Canada. In late July Linton travelled to South Africa to give a series of poetry readings in Johannesburg, Cape Town and Durban as part of the Urban Voices Festival.

LKJ continued to support the Roger Sylvester Justice Campaign throughout 2004. This long-running campaign, which has been fighting for justice for Roger Sylvester who died whilst in police custody, had a huge victory when the inquest jury returned a unanimous verdict of unlawful killing in 2003. However, in November 2004 this verdict was quashed in the High Court on a technicality. Despite this setback, the Roger Sylvester family and campaigners continue to fight for justice for Roger and for all those who have died and continue to die in police custody. For more information please see the campaign website at www.rsjc.org.uk

This year is already proving to be hectic for LKJ. He has poetry readings lined up in Aberystwyth, Warwick University, Singapore, Kilkenny in Ireland, the USA (in Washington and Los Angeles), and at the Calabash Festival in Jamaica. LKJ will also give the Professorial Lecture at Middlesex University’s Creative Writing Department in March. As always, Linton remains an active supporter and Trustee of the George Padmore Institute in Finsbury Park, London (see www.georgepadmoreinstitute.org) and is looking forward to the forthcoming publication of their book on the International Book Fairs of Radical Black and Third World Books. Otherwise Linton aims to take some quality time out this year. 

** Linton Kwesi Johnson on LKJ Records **

LKJ A Cappella Live (LKJ CD016)

LKJ in Dub Volume 2 (LKJ CD002)

LKJ in Dub Volume 3 (LKJ CD021/ LKJ LP021) – on CD or vinyl

LKJ Live in Concert With the Dub Band (LKJ CD003)

LKJ Live in Paris With the Dennis Bovell Dub Band (LKJ CD022/ LKJ DVD001) – on CD or DVD

LKJ Presents (LKJ CD014) – various LKJ artists

More Time (LKJ CD018/ LKJ LP018) – on CD and vinyl

Tings An Times (LKJ CD013)

** Linton Kwesi Johnson books **

Inglan Is A Bitch
Mi Revalueshanary Fren: Selected Poems  

Tings An Times
Voices of the Living and the Dead
LKJ & the Dennis Bovell Dub Band

Linton Kwesi Johnson and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band continued to play gigs across Europe in 2004, although they didn’t travel as much as they have in previous years. They performed in France, Italy, Sweden and Germany, culminating in a gig for the Black Atlantic Festival in Berlin at the end of the year.

During 2005 Linton Kwesi Johnson has decided to take a break from performing with the band. In the meantime Dennis Bovell and the Dub Band will undergo some changes, re-incorporating a horn section once more. The Dub Band plan to do the occasional gig, such as a show in Stockholm at the end of January 2005. Look out for any events which will be up on the LKJ Records Events page of the website at www.lkjrecords.com
Dub Band drummer Daniel Spahni had a lot of extra work on in 2004. He recorded the drum parts on Lee ‘Scratch’ Perry’s latest production with the White Belly Rats, entitled Panic in Babylon (Damp Music), and then did some concerts with them. Spahni also played drums on Des Pas Rayes, the first solo album by Cedric Vuille, and managed to produce his own second album with the Dub Dancers. This CD, Sunny Spot, fuses brassy instrumental jazz on reggae and other Jamaican grooves, with a hint of dub. Finally, Spahni’s experimental trio, Larsen Rupin, played some festivals in France and Switzerland in 2004, and at the end of the year the group became a quartet. For 2005 Spahni will work with Larsen Rupin on their third CD, FreeLoopAttack, due out at the end of the year, and will play a gig with them in Switzerland in March. Spahni also hopes to find the time to ‘improve my solo experimentations’. For more information about his work, CDs and plans, please see Spahni’s website at www.spahni.org
Keyboard player Fabio Marchiori spent some time in 2004 working with Italian artist Bobo Rondelli. Fabio played piano in Bobo’s comedy/ music show, which he plans to do again this year. He will also join Spahni to play live with Spahni’s Dub Dancers. Otherwise Fabio will carry on working as a programmer and arranger for various music projects, including soundtracks and adverts. 

Tom Hofwander, otherwise known as Internal Dread, joined the Dub Band in 2004 as sound engineer. He also has his own band, Internal Dread and the Reggaeterians, with whom he is currently recording a new album, to be released this May. Tom’s record label, Rub-A-Dub Records, continues to put out reggae albums and Tom also finds time to run a studio and a club. 

** Various Artists on LKJ Records **

LKJ Presents (LKJ CD 014) – various LKJ artists 

Real Keen: Reggae Into Jazz by Shake Keane (LKJ CD001/ LKJ C1) – on CD or cassette

Red, Gold and Blues by John Kpiaye (LKJ CD012/ LKJ LP012) – on CD or vinyl

Forthcoming Events for 2005
You can also check out forthcoming events on our website at www.lkjrecords.com/events

(All details of these events correct at time of going to press)

Thursday 10 February – Linton Kwesi Johnson

Poetry reading at Aberystwyth Arts Centre, Wales, UK

Contact: Box Office tel. 01970 617558

Sunday 13 February – Dennis Bovell & Dub Band

Gig to celebrate Bob Marley’s 60th birthday at the Troubadour, 263 Old Brompton Road, London SW5, UK

Contact: Box Office tel. 07765 250153

Email: marley2005@hotmail.co.uk

Friday 18 February – Jean Binta Breeze

Poetry reading for Apples & Snakes, London, UK

Contact: 57 Productions, tel.020 8463 0866

Website: www.57productions.com
Tuesday 22 February – Jean Binta Breeze

Poetry reading at De Montfort University, Leicester, UK

Contact: 57 Productions, tel.020 8463 0866

Website: www.57productions.com
Wednesday 23 February – Linton Kwesi Johnson

Poetry reading at the University of Warwick, Coventry, UK

Contact: Box office tel. 02476 524524

March – Fizze

3 gigs with the Albert Marcoeur sextet in Paris, France

Website: www.mensch3000.ch
Saturday 5 March – Daniel Spahni

Gig with Larsen Rupin at la Case-a-Chocs, Neuchatel, Switzerland

Website: www.spahni.org

13-22 March – Jean Binta Breeze

Poetry reading at Lincoln Festival, UK

Contact: 57 Productions, tel.020 8463 0866

Website: www.57productions.com
Saturday 19 March – Linton Kwesi Johnson

Poetry reading at the Mosaic Festival, the Esplanade Arts Centre, Singapore

Website: www.esplanade.com

April – Jean Binta Breeze

Poetry reading at Southwark Literature Festival, UK

Contact: 57 Productions, tel.020 8463 0866

Website: www.57productions.com
April – Fizze

Gig with Albert Marcoeur sextet at the Festival de Bourges, Paris, France

Website: www.mensch3000.ch
Friday 1 April – Linton Kwesi Johnson

Poetry reading at the Parade Tower, Kilkenny, Ireland

12-15 April – Linton Kwesi Johnson

Poetry reading and discussion panel at Georgetown University, Washington, DC, USA

Thursday 21 April – Linton Kwesi Johnson

Poetry reading – the Jean Burden Poetry Reading – at California State University, Los Angeles, California, USA

Website: www.calstate.edu/academic/english/

21-22 May – Jean Binta Breeze

Poetry reading at the Albany Theatre, Deptford, London, UK

Contact: 57 Productions, tel.020 8463 0866

Website: www.57productions.com
Friday 27 May – Linton Kwesi Johnson

Poetry reading at the Calabash Festival, Treasure Beach, Jamaica

October – Linton Kwesi Johnson

Poetry reading at the Drum, Birmingham, UK

For Your Information

Please let us know if there is anything else you would like to see in the Newsletter. 

If for any reason you do not wish to receive this Newsletter anymore, please Contact us at the address below with your details and we will simply take you off our list. We do not sell our database details to other companies.

LKJ Records Ltd, PO Box 623, Herne Hill, 

London SE24 0LS, UK

Tel./Fax +44 (0) 20 7738 7647

Email: info@lkjrecords.com

Website: www.lkjrecords.com

