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LKJ Records Ltd, PO Box 623, Herne Hill, London SE24 0LS, UK, tel./fax +44 (0)20 7738 7647

LKJ RECORDS NEWSLETTER 2007
Welcome to the new LKJ Records Newsletter. As we look at the year just gone, it is amazing to see how much has, yet again, been packed into it. All of LKJ Records’ artists have been keeping busy with a variety of activities. 

On a more personal note, February 2006 saw the passing of John La Rose, Linton Kwesi Johnson’s mentor, friend and comrade, and Black Britain’s foremost political and cultural activist of the postcolonial era. Born in Trinidad where he was engaged in the independence struggle, John came to London in 1961 and continued his lifelong fight for racial equality and social justice. He was the founder or at the forefront of countless campaigns and cultural organisations, ranging from the Caribbean Artists Movement to the Black Parents Movement, from the International Book Fair of Radical Black and Third World Books to the New Cross Massacre Action Campaign. John was also founder, with Sarah White, of New Beacon Books, Britain’s first black publishers and bookshop. This is where many people, including Linton Kwesi Johnson, first met him. He was an inspiration and guiding light and is greatly missed. 

In honour of John La Rose, there will be two special events held in London in 2007 to commemorate and celebrate his life. On Saturday 3 February there will be three events in a day-long programme at the Purcell Room at the South Bank Centre, London. On Sunday 4 March there will be a tribute concert with LKJ and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band, internationally acclaimed jazz artists Randy Weston and Talib Kibwe and many more. Please see below for further details on these events. 

Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze

2006 has been an extraordinary year for Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze. Bloodaxe Books published her new book, The Fifth Figure, to great acclaim in the autumn. Jean talked about this new work, which is a long prose poem, to Stewart Brown in an interview for Wasafiri magazine. She also undertook a touring programme, including visits to Italy, Germany, Japan and the USA. Within the UK, Jean appeared at the Edinburgh International Book Festival, at Reading’s International Solidarity Campaign, at the Off the Shelf Festival in Sheffield and at the Lancaster LitFest. 

2006 also saw the launch of the film of Jean’s poem, The Wife of Bath Speaks in Brixton Market. This was produced by 57 Productions for their new internet-based Video Jukebox and iPoems systems. She reached global audiences when she was interviewed on the BBC World Service’s The Interview, which was also chosen by listeners as one of the most memorable moments of the year. 

For 2007 Jean will continue to tour the UK and abroad. Please see www.57productions.com for more information about Jean’s plans. 

Dennis Bovell

In March 2006 Dennis Bovell released a new album through EMI/ Virgin Frontline. All Over the World was then followed by reissues of a number of Dennis’s older albums from 1975-86: Ah Who Seh? Go Deh!, Leggo! Ah Fe We Dis, Higher Ranking Scientific Dub, Yuh Learn, Strictly Dub Wise, Iwah Dub, Audio Active, Brain Damage and Babylon – The Original Soundtrack. 

Dennis also toured with Bobby Kray, whose debut album is due out imminently on V2 Records. They opened for UB40 and Amy Winehouse in the UK and for Burning Spear in France. He then played three cities in Japan with Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze. There they were joined by Dubsensemania, Sony’s latest reggae artist, whose new album Inna De Kitchen includes a cover of a Bovell tune.  

Dennis and the Dub Band played some shows in Sweden in 2006 and performed as part of the Haringey Black History Month programme at Gladesmore School Hall alongside the legendary Alcapone. They also accompanied Janet Kay at the Boss Sounds Reggae Festival in Newcastle, at the Jazz Café and at the Lovers’ Rock Unplugged event in Stratford, London. At this event the band also played for Carroll Thompson and Victor Romero-Evans. 

2007 will see Dennis continue to do more of the same: recording, playing gigs and working with various artists across the globe.

Fizzè

This has been another active year for the man from Swizterland. In September 2006 Fizzè released a new album entitled Sha, which has been some five years in the making. He also recorded an album by his wife Astrid. Besinnungslose Zeiten has twelve songs and twelve short stories, with some quirky musical backdrops, and will be out at the start of the New Year. 

Fizzè also recorded two albums for the Swiss record label Face Music in 2006. These are albums of archaic music from Uganda. Face Music subscribes to the philosophy of providing a sort of ‘ethnological compendium’ and invites ensembles from different regions of the world to record mostly ancient roots music of their peoples. 

Roland Schiltknecht found his way to Fizzè’s studio in 2006 and he recorded and mixed another alpine album with him, using a trio of hackbrett, alphorn and percussion. 

2007 will see Fizzè continuing to work on a new album with guitarist Hubert Osterwalder. He will also continue to record with any friends who drop into his studio and to build up material for his next album. 

Winston Francis

Winston Francis has spent 2006 working with a variety of bands. He played with a band in Italy and with Amsterdam-based reggae band Rude Rich and the High Notes. Winston did some recordings with them, including a DVD, which is being launched this month. The trailer will be put up on I-Tunes, MySpace and other websites. In the UK, Winston recorded an album with the band Coocoomackastick, due out in 2007. He also played some concerts in the UK with the group Intensified. Lastly, Winston recently did an interview on Mark Lamarr’s BBC Radio Two show to promote his forthcoming new single, entitled Rastaman’s Prayer.

For 2007 Winston will be undertaking the usual mix of recordings and gigs. He will be recording another album to be released in February and has shows lined up in Germany, Holland and France among others.

Steve Gregory

Life has been business as usual for Steve during 2006, with plenty of teaching and playing. In the Spring he played on Fizzè’s new album, Sha. In the Summer he went to Switzerland for some shows with gospel singer Bryn Haworth. He also played some dates with guitar hero Bernie Marsden and at the Soul Survivor celebration. Throughout the year he did some local London jazz gigs with guitarist Dave Warren. And he played on albums by artists Cathy Burton and Our Dad. Steve hopes that 2007 will follow a similar pattern to this year. 

Linton Kwesi Johnson

2006 saw Linton Kwesi Johnson undertake his usual variety of work, from gigs with the Dennis Bovell Dub Band (see below) to poetry tours. He has spent another year travelling far and wide.

In March 2006 Linton visited the USA on the first of two occasions, giving a poetry reading at the University of Michigan. He returned to the USA in October to launch his first ever book to be published in that country. Ausable Press, an independent poetry publisher, put out Mi Revalueshanary Fren, with an introduction by acclaimed novelist Russell Banks and also containing an a cappella CD of LKJ’s poetry. Linton stayed in the USA for three weeks, visiting South Carolina, Santa Fe, San Francisco, New York, Princeton University and Wisconsin to give readings. He also flew over to Mexico City where hundreds of fans turned up to hear him read. 

Linton was honoured to receive a Silver Musgrave Medal for eminence in the field of poetry from the Institute of Jamaica in 2006. He went to receive his award in April and gave a reading at the Tom Redcam Library in Kingston, where some schoolchildren from his former primary schools in Clarendon performed. It was a touching and lively occasion. 

At the start of June Linton went back to the Caribbean to open the St Martin Book Fair. He gave the keynote address on the Caribbean Diaspora, writers and belonging. He also took part in a symposium and read poetry while he was there. Other participants at this event, the third one held, included renowned poet and historian Kamau Brathwaite. A fortnight later he performed at the 12th Genoa Poetry Festival, and then just a week later he was back on a plane to go all the way to Medellin International Poetry Festival in Columbia. Here LKJ read at a number of venues across Medellin along with other poets from all over the world. The audiences were huge and enthusiastic, creating a real buzz for all the poets who took part. Later in the year Linton also gave a poetry reading in Stavanger in Norway. 

During the year, Linton also did a few poetry readings in the UK. He read at the Poetry and Politics Conference at the University of Stirling in July, at the launch of Halala Madiba: Nelson Mandela in Poetry at the South African Embassy in London, at the Arts Depot in London, at the book launch of novelist and playwright Courttia Newland and at a tribute event for John La Rose in Glasgow, alongside Horace Ove, Roxy Harris and Scottish writers Alistair Grey, James Kelman and Tom Leonard. He finished off his year of readings by taking part in the Poet and the City event at the National Portrait Gallery in London. Linton also found time to give a lecture at the George Padmore Institute, where he is a Trustee. His lecture on Writing Reggae: Poetry, Politics and Popular Music, first delivered at the University of Leeds in 2005, was very well received and the audience also enjoyed the snippets of reggae used to give voice to the lecture. 

Among the many interviews that Linton gave in 2006 was a radio appearance on BBC Radio Four’s Any Questions? This radio version of Question Time was a baptism of fire, appearing alongside a range of well-known figures on a live programme, but he more than held his own! 

For 2007, Linton will be taking part in the two London events to celebrate and commemorate the life of John La Rose in February at the South Bank Centre and in March at the Camden Centre. After that he will be taking some time off before embarking on some UK poetry events in the autumn. Please check the website for details. 

LKJ & the Dennis Bovell Dub Band

The Dennis Bovell Dub Band

For 2006 there was a change of personnel in the Dennis Bovell Dub Band. A brass section in the shape of Swedes Kai Sundquist and Klas Jervors became part of the line-up. They have brought back that special dimension to the band’s live shows.

The gig schedule for Linton Kwesi Johnson and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band in 2006 started in February with shows in Biarritz and Creteil, near Paris. Throughout the year the band played regularly, visiting France, the Sonar Music Festival in Barcelona (where the band were the headliners), Italy, Portugal, Sweden and Belgium. The band’s year finished at the Boss Sounds Reggae Weekend held in Newcastle in the UK, where LKJ and the Band played alongside other reggae legends such as Jimmy Cliff, Prince Buster and Horace Andy. 

2007 will bring LKJ and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band together for a wonderful tribute concert for the late John La Rose, who died in February 2006. He will be remembered and celebrated at a lively tribute in March 2007 in London, where there will also be performances by Jayne Cortez, African American jazz poet, jazz legends Randy Weston and Talib Kibwe, classical musicians Shirley Thompson and Deirdre Pascall, and poet Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze among others. 

Internal Dread

Our sound engineer, Tom from Sweden, is also known as Internal Dread. In 2006 he released a new album entitled Internal Dread and the Reggaetarians – Party Time. This double CD includes one CD of dub versions and is a follow-up to the 2003 release, Aum Revolution, which talked about the world situation post-9/11. As well as this, Internal Dread has been running his club, Rub-A-Dub, at Mosebacke in Stockholm. He organised a one-day sell-out summer festival in Stockholm, the Stockholm Reggae Fest, where a number of Swedish reggae bands played. 

In the studio, Internal Dread has been mixing a lot of albums during 2006. In fact, he is responsible for mixing most Swedish reggae releases and even mixed the music for an animated long film entitled Desmond. His studio work covers reggae, dub, jazz, pop and blues. 

In 2007 the year is going to start with a Reggae Week in January, this year featuring great dub artists such as Dennis Bovell and Adrian Sheerwood. In September Internal Dread and the Reggaetarians will visit India on a two-week tour. Otherwise, he’s going to carry on releasing and mixing albums, and is moving forward with his plan to build a new studio in the countryside of Sweden.

Klas Jervors

Throughout 2006, when he wasn’t playing with the Dub Band, Klas participated on various recordings with different Swedish artists. In August he was deeply involved as a music arranger, musician and producer with a concert held at the Konserthuset in Stockholm. The Swedish Royal Philharmonics played alongside five artists from Jamaica, Algeria, Ethopia, Persia and Brazil and a rhythm section. Klas arranged all fifteen pieces that were played, wrote some of them and played various instruments during the concert. Please check out www.tunein.se for more information. 

Klas produced, arranged and co-wrote the music for the debut CD of Ethiopian artist Zjansiyoum Henok. The album, Guud, was released in October (see www.selamsounds.com). Klas also played trombone and trumpet for the animated children’s film, Desmond & traskpatraskfallen. 

In 2007 Klas is hoping to soon resume his part-time work at Upplands Vasby Music School, where he teaches trombone and tuba. He will also be in charge of a studio at another Stockholm music school. He will be recording and producing the debut album of Rai singer Menad Bouchami, which they are currently co-writing, and working on the new CD of Iranian singer Pari Isazadehs. Finally, if he has the time and energy, Klas is thinking of putting together his own band next year.

Fabio Marchiori

Fabio Marchiori, the Dub Band’s Italian keyboard player, had a varied 2006. In Italy he worked with Bobo Rondelli’s comedy and music show. He also did all the music and arrangements for an Italian band called Vocisole, consisting of seven female singers. He worked as a stage manager for a sold-out show in central Italy entitled Io Doppio!!, which he also wrote the music for. Fabio plays in the band for this show too. In France Fabio worked as co-producer for a reggae project with keyboard player Jeal Roussel. 2007 will see Fabio continuing his work with all the artists and projects mentioned above.

Daniel Spahni

Daniel Spahni, the Swiss drummer with the Dennis Bovell Dub Band, always keeps himself busy when he’s not gigging with Dennis. In 2006, he played drums on Dennis Bovell’s new album, All Over the World. He also recorded an album with Cédric Vuille (from L’Ensemble Rayé) dedicated to Raymond Carver, which is due out shortly. 

Spahni plays regularly with Swiss band Larsen Rupin, and they recorded a third album in 2006 entitled Proçès Verbal. The band will be hosting a free release party in Neuchatel, Switzerland on 18 January 2007 to celebrate the album, followed by a number of gigs throughout the year. 

In 2006 Spahni also joined SRHV (Steve Robert Henry Vergano) and the All Styles Band – the name says a lot about the music they play! Their first gig is on 13 January 2007 in Switzerland, and will be followed by a trip to play in Andorra. Sometime in 2007 Spahni will also be playing on the SRHV’s 13th album. 

On 2 December 2006 Spahni did a gig with the Psychedelic Rock Band La Bande à Mani. He will be recording an album with them in the Spring of 2007 and then gigging with them. 

Besides all of this work, Spahni is preparing a solo project using projections, loops, samples, octopad, drum’n’bass, and jungle beats! 

Finally, a big thank you to Spahni for helping to set up an LKJ website on MySpace this year. Check it out on www.MySpace.com/lkjrecords

Kai Sundquist

This year Kai has been working as a management consultant when he hasn’t been on the road with the Dub Band. In February 2007 he will be playing some gigs in Germany and Sweden with Johan ‘Zilverzurf’ Zackrisson. Kai plays sax flute and the Arabic ney flute on Johan’s new album, entitled West-Eastern Impressions and is also the composer of the track ‘Contradictions’.

Forthcoming Events for 2007
13 January 2007 SRHV Gig

Le Bar King, Neuchatel, Switzerland

See www.spahni.biz

18 January 2007 Larsen Rupin Album Launch

8.00pm Le Centre des Loisirs, Neuchatel, Switzerland

See www.spahni.biz

24-28 January Reggae Week Sweden

Dub week in Stockholm, Sweden with Dennis Bovell, Adrian Sheerwood, Internal Dread and others

3 February John La Rose and New Beacon Books Celebration, Purcell Room, South Bank, London

2.30pm poetry reading by Kamau Brathwaite of Rights of Passage

5.30pm screening of film Dream to Change the World on John La Rose with introduction by director Horace Ove

7.45pm evening of celebration with Erna Brodber, Linton Kwesi Johnson, Caryl Phillips, Ngugi wa Thiong’o and Keith Waithe among others

See www.southbankcentre.co.uk

4 March Tribute Concert for John La Rose, Camden Centre, London

7.30pm with Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze, Jayne Cortez, Talib Kibwe, Deirdre Pascall, Shirley Thompson, Randy Weston and Linton Kwesi Johnson and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band among others

See www.georgepadmoreinstitute.org

September Reggaetarians India Tour

Two-week tour by Reggaetarians, Swedish reggae band

For Your Information

LKJ Records Catalogue

Bushfire by Steve Gregory (CD)

Come On Little Girl by Winston Francis (CD single)

Dub of Ages by Dennis Bovell (CD)

LKJ A Cappella Live by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD)

LKJ in Dub Volume 2 by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD)

LKJ in Dub Volume 3 by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD or vinyl)

LKJ Live in Concert With the Dub Band by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD)

LKJ Live in Paris With the Dennis Bovell Dub Band by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD or DVD)

LKJ Presents by various LKJ artists (CD)

More Time by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD or vinyl)

Oh Mama Oh Papa by Dennis Bovell (CD or 12” single)

Real Keen: Reggae Into Jazz by Shake Keane (CD or cassette)

Red, Gold and Blues by John Kpiaye (CD or vinyl)

Sweet Rock Steady by Winston Francis (CD)

The Peeni Waali Phenomenon by Fizze (CD)
Tings An Times by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD)

Tracks by Jean Binta Breeze (CD or vinyl)

LKJ Music Publishers Catalogue

Inglan Is A Bitch by Linton Kwesi Johnson

Mi Revalueshanary Fren: Selected Poems by Linton Kwesi Johnson

Tings An Times by Linton Kwesi Johnson

Voices of the Living and the Dead by Linton Kwesi Johnson

If you do not wish to receive this Newsletter anymore, please contact us at the address below with your details and we will simply take you off our list. We do not sell our database details to other companies.

LKJ Records Ltd, PO Box 623 

Herne Hill, London, SE24 0LS, UK

Email: lkjrecords@lkjrecords.com

