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LKJ Records Ltd, PO Box 623, Herne Hill, London SE24 0LS, UK, tel./fax +44 (0)20 7738 7647

LKJ RECORDS NEWSLETTER 2006
It’s hard to believe that another year has gone by already and it is again time for our annual report. 2005 was a ‘quiet’ year for LKJ Records, as Linton Kwesi Johnson and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band took a year off from touring. Nonetheless, many LKJ artists and band members stayed busy with their own projects. But, with 2006 underway, the office is humming as the new-look Dennis Bovell Dub Band prepare to take to the road with LKJ. This year the band will once again include a live horn section, with two young musicians from Sweden joining the line-up. There’s also news on the poetry front, with Jean Binta Breeze launching a new collection, and Linton Kwesi Johnson’s work being published in the USA in the autumn. With all this activity, there’s no doubt that 2006 will fly by as quickly as last year did. We hope that it is a happy and healthy one for all of you.

Jean Binta Breeze

In 2004 Jean Binta Breeze was awarded a NESTA (the National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts) Fellowship to allow her to work on a new collection. For a large part of 2005, then, Jean devoted herself to her writing. The result is Quadrille, described as ‘an extended sequence’, which will be launched by Bloodaxe Books this Spring. Jean also wrote a new radio play in 2005, Carmella’s Island, broadcast by BBC Radio 4 last autumn.

When time and space permitted, Jean took part in a number of readings last year. She read at various events across London; at the Runnymede Trust Conference; was writer-in-residence for Southwark’s Literature Festival; and performed at Goodenough College and the European Academy. She also participated in events across the country (including Uppingham, Swindon, Portsmouth, Lincoln – with flautist Keith Waithe, Cambridge, Leicester, South Wales and Ilkeston). 

In May, Jean was delighted to be one of the readers at the launch of A Meeting of the Continents: The International Book Fair of Radical Black and Third World Books – Revisited. The Book Fair was held from 1982 to 1995 in London and was a unique gathering of people from across the globe. This book, chronicling the history, organisation and memoirs of the Book Fair, was launched at Camden Council Chambers in London. A mixture of people who had been participants in the Book Fairs – Roxy Harris, Linton Kwesi Johnson, Lawrence Scott and Keith Waithe – performed alongside newer voices – Zena Edwards, Parm Kaur and Courttia Newland. There was also an impromptu speech by Book Fair founder John La Rose. Jean followed this in July by reading at a special event entitled ‘New Word Order’ in recognition of the contribution of poets and poetry to the anti-war movement in Britain and the wider movement for global justice. The event, held at the Royal National Hotel in London, also included Mahmood Jamal, Adrian Mitchell and Michael Rosen among its readers. Jean had also been asked to read at the Globe Theatre in London as part of a fundraising event for Human Rights Watch, but she was forced to pull out at the last moment as the poem she had wanted to read was censored by the organisers. 

In 2005 Jean made a few trips abroad, reading at Pittsburgh University in the USA, in Ireland and performing with Dennis Bovell and his band in Italy. She and the band rounded off the year with a lively show at the Albany Theatre in London. 

The New Year has already started off with a reading in Jamaica for Jean. She has further events planned in the UK, the USA and Eastern Europe – plus the launch of her new book. 

To see Jean’s schedule visit www.57productions.com

Dennis Bovell

Although Dennis Bovell undertook a few gigs with Jean Binta Breeze last year, most of his time was spent in the recording studio. He produced the debut album for Bobby Kray, whose current single Main Man features legendary artist Eek-A-Mouse and re-works his hit Ah Wah Do Dem. The album is due out shortly. He also worked on the new Madness album which was released last autumn. 

Dennis also recorded a new album for himself during 2005. Dancehall was recorded at the Rub-A-Dub Studios in Stockholm, Sweden, run by the Dub Band’s recording engineer Tom ‘Internal Dread’ Hofwander. It will be released by EMI in March. A gig at Cargo in Shoreditch, London, will be held to launch the new album. Meanwhile, Dennis is currently working with the renowned Lee ‘Scratch’ Perry (who will be 70 this year!), recording tracks for his new album. 

Fizzè

2005 was a year of creativity for Fizzè. He completed a Christmas CD, to be released towards the end of this year, which includes spoken short stories and agnostic songs. Fizzè’s wife Astrid was his creative partner for this project, writing the words while he made the music. In August he also recorded two CDs with an eleven-piece ensemble from Mongolia called Khan Bogd.

Over the years Fizzè’s labour of love has been his Peeni Waali project. Last year he worked on Peeni Waali Meets Schildpatt with his friend Roland Schiltknecht, who plays the hammered dulcimer. Fizzè says, ‘I am very happy with this project, because it is the “logical” continuation of Peeni Waali but holds new elements.’ Intriguing! Hopefully this CD will be released before the summer. 

Fizzè is currently mixing a project of an alpine soundscape trio, which captures the music of the dulcimer, alphorn and percussion. When he manages to leave the studio, he takes time to offer musical workshops to his local school and friends. 

For more information about Fizze’s work, visit his website at www.mensch3000.ch
Winston Francis

In January 2005 Winston Francis released an album on Jetstar’s label. Feel Good All Over has had a great reception and was one of Jetstar’s top sellers in London and New York. Winston then spent much of the year touring. He performed with Soul Food International in Germany, Rudy Rich and the High Notes in Holland and Cookomackastick in Italy amongst others.

At the start of 2006 Winston is back in the studio, working on a new album. He has already recorded three singles, including Rasta Man’s Prayer, a song reminiscent of the classic Rasta Man Chant. He also has some gigs lined up in Europe. It promises to be another busy year for the artist. 

For more information on Winston see his website: www.winstonfrancis.com

Steve Gregory

Apart from his teaching, Steve Gregory did some session work for some projects with Dennis Bovell and John Kpiaye from the Dub Band in 2005. He also played on a new album by gospel singer Bryn Hanworth. In August Steve played at the Soul Survivors celebration. Throughout the year he has undertaken a number of dinner jazz engagements, as well as some duo gigs alongside guitarist Dave Warren. In December he was interviewed for Channel 5’s Top 40 Break-up Songs, to be shown on Valentine’s Day this year. 

Steve sees 2006 as following a similar pattern to last year. 

Linton Kwesi Johnson

In 2005 Linton Kwesi Johnson ‘took a year off’. Most people would be forgiven for not having noticed, however, as LKJ appeared all over the world for a number of events. In fact, the only thing he took a year off from was performing with the Dennis Bovell Dub Band. Otherwise, it was business as usual. 

Linton’s readings in the UK in 2005 included Aberystwyth; Birmingham; Warwick University’s fundraiser for the Centre for Caribbean Studies’ scholarship programme; the ‘Remember Saro-Wiwa’ launch at London’s City Hall; Lambeth’s Literature Festival in Brixton; and a quick appearance at the groundbreaking Poetry Olympics – celebrating its 25th anniversary - at the Royal Albert Hall in London. He compered the launch of the book A Meeting of the Continents in London, being present as one of the original committee members of the International Book Fair of Radical Black and Third World Books. A couple of weeks later he read at the second launch of the book, which was held in Leeds. Linton also took part in the fundraising event for Human Rights Watch held at the Globe, London. 

Further afield, LKJ read his work for the first time in Singapore in March, as part of their Esplanade Festival. He also read in Kilkenny, Ireland, in Sweden, Holland and Germany. In the Spring he visited the USA, reading and taking part in a symposium at Georgetown University in Washington DC with Merle Collins, Kwame Dawes, Derek Walcott and others, before flying to Los Angeles to give the annual Jean Burden Poetry reading. Linton was delighted to be able to fit in a reading at the Calabash Literary Festival in Treasure Beach, Jamaica. There he read alongside his long-time friend, acclaimed poet Amiri Baraka. It was an open-air setting with the sand and sea as backdrop on a warm evening – unsurprisingly, he can’t wait to be invited back! In December, Linton returned to Jamaica and gave a charity performance at Marcus Garvey’s Liberty Hall, to raise money for that institution. 

A new development in LKJ’s schedule in 2005 was the lecture. As honorary visiting Professor of Middlesex University’s Creative Writing department, Linton gave his first lecture there to a good crowd at the University’s White Hart Lane campus in March. He talked about the late Jamaican poet Michael Smith. In October he gave the annual Ravenscroft lecture at the University of Leeds. The lecture, Writing Reggae: Poetry, Politics and Popular Culture, will be published in the journal Moving Worlds. 

On a community level, Linton gave a couple of talks to local schools during 2005. He also took part in an event at the George Padmore Institute (GPI) where he is a Trustee, talking to Jamaican academic Carolyn Cooper about her new book Sound Clash. See the GPI’s website www.georgepadmoreinstitute.org for more information on the Institute. 

Finally, last year Linton Kwesi Johnson was honoured to receive a Sliver Musgrave Medal from the Institute of Jamaica for ‘eminence in the field of poetry’. LKJ joins an acclaimed list of Jamaicans including poets Lorna Goodison, Mervyn Morris and broadcaster Dermot Hussey. He will collect his award in Jamaica this April. 

The schedule for 2006 is already looking hectic. As well as gigs with the Dennis Bovell Dub Band, Linton already has poetry readings scheduled in Scotland, Italy, the USA and at Columbia’s Medellin Festival. In the summer Penguin Books will be re-launching LKJ’s poetry collection in their Selected Poems series. This will be followed in the autumn with the US publication of Mi Revalueshanary Fren: Selected Poems by Ausable Press. Linton plans to go the USA at that time to promote the book. 

LKJ & the Dennis Bovell Dub Band

2005 was a rare year off the LKJ and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band. During that time there was a change of personnel in the band. Longstanding keyboard player Nick Straker and flautist/saxophonist Steve Gregory both left. They have been replaced by a new horn section with Klas Jervors on trombone and Kai Sundquist on saxophone and flute. Both musicians live in Sweden. LKJ Records would like to take this opportunity to thank Nick and Steve for all their hard work over the years and to wish them well. We hope to see them back sometime. We also would like to welcome Kai and Klas to the international membership of the Dub Band.  

The Dub Band’s Swiss drummer Daniel Spahni took the opportunity of the break last year to study with some music teachers, including the renowned Jojo Maier. He also went in the studio with Dennis Bovell to play on the new Bobby Kray and Bovell albums; and he played for two other recording projects. All four albums will be out this year. Spahni’s own band Larsen Rupin, which has mutated from being a trio to a quartet, recorded a new CD called Procès Verbal, due out imminently. The band has managed to acquire distribution throughout Europe and the USA. Finally, in 2005 Daniel worked on Cédric Vuille’s new solo album, inspired by some of Raymond Carver’s novels. Spahni has worked with Cédric since 1996 in the band L’Ensemble Rayé and a compilation of that band’s work has just been released. At the moment Spahni’s diary for 2006 is mainly focused on the Dub Band, but no doubt more projects will crop up as the year goes on. For more information about Spahni, please see his website at www.spahni.biz

Fabio Marchiori, the Dub Band’s Italian keyboard player, had a varied 2005. As well as playing on the new Bobby Kray album like Daniel Spahni and others, in Italy Fabio  worked with Bobo Rondelli’s comedy and music show. He also did all the music and arrangements for an Italian band called Vocisole, which was formed by three musicians and consists of seven female singers. Fabio continues to work with Vocisole in 2006. 

Tony ‘Groco’ Uter, the senior statesman of the Dub Band, spent some of 2005 playing percussion with Diz Watson, an artist from Yorkshire who plays New Orleans-style blues. With him Groco visited Norway, Sweden, Finland and most recently, Riga in Latvia, where the temperature was minus 25C! This year he plans to do more of the same when he’s not playing with LKJ.

Tom ‘Internal Dread’ Hofwander, is the Dub Band’s Swedish sound engineer. He also runs his own reggae club, Rub-A-Dub, in Stockholm with live bands and DJs, and his own record company, Rub-A-Dub Records. The label released four albums last year. Tom also found time to go on tour across Scandinavia with celebrated Swedish singer Robyn, performing at some 60 gigs; and with Swedish reggae band Urban Tribe, who opened for Steel Pulse. For 2006 Tom will launch the fifth year of his annual Stockholm Reggae Week in January and will be finishing his new album as Internal Dread and the Reggaetarians, due for release in April. 

Forthcoming Events for 2006
You can also check out forthcoming events on our website at www.lkjrecords.com/events

(All details of these events correct at time of going to press)

15 February – gig in Holland

Winston Francis event

16 February – gig in, Nantes, France

Linton Kwesi Johnson and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band

18 February – gig in Quimper, France

Linton Kwesi Johnson and the Dennis Bovell Dub Band

22 February – gig in Spain

Winston Francis event

7 March – poetry reading in USA

Linton Kwesi Johnson at the University of Michigan

17 June – poetry reading in Italy

Linton Kwesi Johnson at the 12th Genoa Poetry Festival

24 June-2 July – poetry readings in Columbia

Linton Kwesi Johnson at the Medellin Festival

15 July – poetry reading in Scotland

Linton Kwesi Johnson at the University of Scotland

18 October – poetry reading in USA

Linton Kwesi Johnson at Princeton University
For Your Information

LKJ Records Catalogue

Bushfire by Steve Gregory (CD)

Come On Little Girl by Winston Francis (CD single)

Dub of Ages by Dennis Bovell (CD)

LKJ A Cappella Live by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD)

LKJ in Dub Volume 2 by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD)

LKJ in Dub Volume 3 by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD or vinyl)

LKJ Live in Concert With the Dub Band by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD)

LKJ Live in Paris With the Dennis Bovell Dub Band by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD or DVD)

LKJ Presents by various LKJ artists (CD)

More Time by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD or vinyl)

Oh Mama Oh Papa by Dennis Bovell (CD or 12” single)

Real Keen: Reggae Into Jazz by Shake Keane (CD or cassette)

Red, Gold and Blues by John Kpiaye (CD or vinyl)

Sweet Rock Steady by Winston Francis (CD)

The Peeni Waali Phenomenon by Fizze (CD)
Tings An Times by Linton Kwesi Johnson (CD)

Tracks by Jean Binta Breeze (CD or vinyl)

LKJ Music Publishers Catalogue

Inglan Is A Bitch by Linton Kwesi Johnson

Mi Revalueshanary Fren: Selected Poems  by Linton Kwesi Johnson

Tings An Times by Linton Kwesi Johnson

Voices of the Living and the Dead by Linton Kwesi Johnson

Diverse Traveller Online: e-feature writers

Deadline: Ongoing. Apply and start as soon as possible.

Diverse Traveller is a monthly online travel magazine for new travel writing by women for women. Feature writing interns (based anywhere in the world) are required in the following areas: reviewers (music; restaurant; book, magazine & website; film, TV and theatre; travel products); travel fashion and beauty; travel health; food and wine. Writers need to contribute at least TWO written pieces each month. Please note these positions are not paid. However work arrangements are flexible and the job will help to develop writing/journalism skills. You must be able to work independently and to a deadline and have attention to detail. Patience, flexibility, enthusiasm and high energy a must! These positions will suit journalism, creative writing and English majors or anyone with an interest in feature/travel writing. Applicants should have a strong working knowledge of the Internet and be passionate about travel and leisure.

For more information on these positions or to apply contact: Ola Fagbohun, Managing Editor & Publisher, email: editor@diversetraveller.com Applications should include a CV and a covering letter saying why becoming a Diverse Traveller feature writer interests you, and which area(s) you are interested in covering. Short listed applicants will be asked for samples of their work (or coursework). Don’t worry if you haven’t written or published anything, you can still apply, we will ask you to write something for us, so we can assess your writing style. 
MA in Poetry at Middlesex, September 2006 Entry

Middlesex University has already started to accept successful applicants for its MA in Poetry for entry in September 2006.  The Poetry MA at Middlesex stimulates your development as a writer through the critical study of traditional and radical texts, with a parallel emphasis on sharing your own poems for peer and tutor feedback in a friendly workshop setting.  Modules include Contexts for the Contemporary Writer, Ancestral Voices, Contemporary Voices and the Dissertation, and an equal weighting is given to theoretical essays and creative work.

Poets and poetry editors who have read to Middlesex students in recent years include Linton Kwesi Johnson, Professor of Poetry at Middlesex, and Neil Astley, Kate Bingham, Debjani Chatterjee, Angela Dove, Zena Edwards, Alison Fell, Peter Forbes, Katherine Gallagher, Abraham Gibson, Kathryn Gray, Matthew Hollis, Roddy Lumsden, Andrew Motion, Nii Ayikwei Parkes, Mario Petrucci, Lynne Rees, Maurice Riordan, Eva Salzman, Myra Schneider, Susan Wicks, Hugo Williams and Tamar Yoseloff.

The MA in Poetry runs over two years Part Time, on Tuesday nights in the first year and Wednesday nights in the second year, at the Trent Park site amid acres of green parkland in Enfield.

 

‘mi an Jim stan up waitin pon a bus
not causin no fuss
when all of a sudden a police van pull up
out jump tree policemen
de whole a dem carryin baton
dem walk straight up to me and Jim
one a dem hold on to Jim
seh dem tekin him in’ 

- Linton Kwesi Johnson, Professor of Poetry at Middlesex University

From ‘Sonny’s Lettah’, a response to the SUS laws, from Mi Revalueshanary Fren: Selected Poems (Penguin Modern Classics)

 

All the Middlesex MA Writing courses in fiction, poetry and script are taught by practitioners. Poetry lecturer Sarah Wardle, has published two collections with Bloodaxe Books, Fields Away and Score!, as well as broadsheet reviews and conference papers, has broadcast work on radio and television and is a former Poetry Review new poet of the year.

 These are powerful poems, clear and complex, able to shake the reader -  Dame Professor Gillian Beer on Score!

It’s great to read about football in a totally different way.  It takes real talent to write like this -  Jermain Defoe, England and Spurs footballer on Score!
 

For further information on the MA in Poetry at Middlesex, call 0208 411 4499, or email S.Wardle@mdx.ac.uk.

If you do not wish to receive this Newsletter anymore, please contact us at the address below with your details and we will simply take you off our list. We do not sell our database details to other companies.

LKJ Records Ltd, PO Box 623, Herne Hill

London SE24 0LS, UK

Email: info@lkjrecords.com

